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Safe Rides
FAFSA applications increase nearly 400%
Newly-approved club perseveres, despite challenges
 
Kenyon’s Office of Fi-
nancial Aid has seen sig-
nificant increases in applica-
tions for both institutional 
and federal financial aid this 
year. CSS/Financial Aid 
PROFILE applications, 
which request funding di-
rectly from Kenyon, have 
gone up 55 percent, and Free 
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) filings, 
which go through the fed-
eral government, have in-
creased 389 percent. 
“We’re up significantly 
in both, but the FAFSA es-
pecially is through the roof,” 
Director of Financial Aid 
Craig Daugherty said.
Last year, 1,732 students 
submitted PROFILE ap-
plications and 651 filled out 
FAFSA applications. This 
year, those numbers went up 
to 2,682 and 2,326, respec-
tively. The increase in PRO-
FILE applications is propor-
tional to the 61 percent rise in 
applications. 
As for explanations for 
the huge jump, it is too early 
to know exactly what to at-
tribute the inflated numbers. 
“I don’t know why this is 
happening ... because if we 
look at the PROFILE at 
this time last year, it seems 
like same number of kids is 
interested,” Jennifer Dela-
hunty, vice president for en-
rollment and dean of admis-
sions and financial aid, said. 
“But something’s happening 
— more and more people 
are applying [for aid] than 
MADELEINE THOMPSON
NEWS EDITOR
Safe Rides, the transpor-
tation service provided by 
Greek organizations to help 
Kenyon students get home 
without injury, may not be 
safe from the tide of change.
Eleanor Ritchie ’14 report-
ed that her co-chair of the 
Business and Finance Com-
mittee (BFC) Michael Mart-
ing ’14 had suggested mak-
ing Safe rides a paid position, 
an idea she told council was 
“something long term to talk 
about in the future.”
Marting estimated that 
making Safe Rides a paid 
position would cost roughly 
$3,000 a year.
“I don’t think many Greeks 
as a body like it. It’s not ex-
actly the best community ser-
vice thing,” Marting said. “I 
think it’s overwhelmingly 
[thought of as] a drunk taxi 
service that’s abused [by stu-
dents],” he continued. “If you 
really can’t get back home 
you probably need to con-
tact Safety, if you’re that far 
gone.”
Marting said at the Council 
meeting on Sunday 
HENRI GENDREAU
NEWS EDITOR
COURTESY OF PATIENCE FAIRBROTHER
On Sunday, Student 
Council approved the club 
Kenyon Students for Jus-
tice in Palestine (KSJP), a 
group committed to “high-
lighting human rights vio-
lations that are taking place 
in Palestine and Israel and 
the diaspora of Palestin-
ian people outside of that 
region,” according to An-
drew Firestone ’14, a mem-
ber of the group’s organiz-
ing body.
The College’s withdraw-
al in December from the 
American Studies Asso-
ciation (ASA) for its boy-
cott of Israeli colleges and 
universities was one of the 
impetuses for the group’s 
formation. While KSJP 
was not founded out of the 
decision, it prompted fur-
ther discussion on the sub-
ject of Israel, Palestine and 
academics. 
“Many members of 
KSJP felt that Kenyon’s 
withdrawal from the ASA 
was a political decision 
made under the veil of 
the protection of academ-
ic freedom for all people,” 
Firestone said in an email, 
though he added not every-
one in the group holds this 
view in the organization.
“We actually want to do 
something, bring about a 
certain change which is not 
just simply sitting down 
and talking about things, 
though that is extremely 
important,” said Secretary 
Jae June Lee ’17. In dis-
cussing the club with the 
Collegian, Lee and Fires-
tone consulted with other 
group members of KSJP, 
whose titleholders also in-
clude President Wanufi 
Teshome ’16 and Trea-
surer Qossay Alsattari ’16. 
Firestone mentioned that 
about 10 students were 
working toward the group’s 
fruition, and that a steady 
rate of 20 or so students at-
A new club seeks campus engagement on Israel-Palestine issues, in 
the wake of eventual Council approval and amid poster vandalism.
HENRI GENDREAU
NEWS EDITOR
originally indicated they 
would be.” 
Daugherty cited earlier 
filings and efforts by the Of-
fice of Admissions to get the 
word out about the impor-
tance of the Feb. 15 dead-
line. 
“I think we have re-
ally tried ... to reinforce the 
deadlines,” Daugherty said. 
“We’ve done a 
page 2
page 3
page 2
A WHIRL OF A GOOD TIME     P.4
Men’s swimming takes second place 
at NCAC meet.
See page 11
more Class President Trev-
or Kirby said at the meet-
ing.
“With this kind of is-
sue there are always people 
who get very, very emo-
tional about it, and right-
fully so from their perspec-
tive,” Communications 
Director Alexandra Britt 
’15 said, “but it won’t be 
one club versus another.”
When a motion to ap-
prove the club was first 
raised, Kirby asked, “Is ev-
erybody comfortable with 
this?”
“I don’t think it’s a pro-
cess to decide whether 
they’re a conflict 
tended weekly meetings.
Student Council’s ap-
proval of the club, which 
was unanimous, came 
with trepidation from 
some of the council mem-
bers. Some members were 
concerned that approving 
KSJP would put it in con-
flict with existing clubs on 
campus, such as the Mid-
dle East Student Associa-
tion (MESA) or J Street U, 
whose national website de-
scribes parent organization 
J Street as “the political 
home for pro-Israel, pro-
peace Americans.”
 “I would hate to create 
two rival groups,” Sopho-
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Social Justice Week 
perpetuates discussion
Nine lives of Kenyon 
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Rachel Black ’15, 
left, and  Patience 
Fairbrother ’14  revel 
in the festivities of 
Philander’s Ball on 
Saturday, Feb. 15.
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Student CounCil
•	 Student	Council	heard	updates	from	class	committees	focusing	on	event	plan-
ning	and	fundraisers.
•	 Campus	Senate	informed	council	about	a	discussion	of	the	costs	associated	with	
art	and	music	classes;	the	discussion	has	provoked	further	investigation.
•	 The	Business	and	Finance	Committee	(BFC)	reported	on	a	request	from	Greek	
Council	 to	 fund	 the	 driver	 certifications	 for	 Safe	Rides.	The	 request	 provoked	 a	
large-scale	discussion	which	included	the	possibility	of	fully	funding	Safe	Rides.
•	 Campus	Safety	reported	on	a	planned	lighting	walk,	which	aims	to	find	danger-
ously	underlit	areas	on	campus.
•	 The	Housing	and	Dining	Committee	discussed	the	problem	of	dish	recovery	bins	
and	a	planned	map	to	alleviate	the	issue.
•	 Council	heard	updates	from	the	Buildings	and	Grounds	Committee	on	a	poten-
tial	senior	gift	gazebo	and	a	new	shipment	of	salt	for	roads.	
•	 The	Student	Life	Committee	reported	their	recommendations	on	three	student	
groups.
•	 International	Society	at	Kenyon	(ISAK)	had	previously	been	approved,	but	ne-
glected	to	complete	their	end	of	semester	evaluations.	The	Student	Life	Committee	
recommended	the	group	expand	their	 leadership	structure	to	an	executive	board.	
Council	approved	the	re-approval	of	ISAK.
•	 Art	Organization	of	Kenyon	(AOK)	is	a	group	aimed	at	promoting	art	installa-
tions	and	workshops.	Council	was	worried	about	potential	overlap	with	programs	
from	the	Gund	Gallery,	and	the	College’s	official	Art	Installation	Committee,	and	
voted	to	recognize	the	group	on	probation.
•	 Kenyon	Students	for	Justice	in	Palestine	is	a	group	aiming	to	promote	the	libera-
tion	of	the	Palestinian	people	and	provide	the	Palestinian	perspective	of	the	Israeli-
Palestinian	conflict.
•	 The	Student	Life	Committee	also	brought	up	its	forthcoming	election	and	sub-
sequent	transition	process.
— Graham Reid
Sunday, Feb. 16
[The Kenyon Fund Executive Committee] Is 
starting to work more closely with Alumni 
Council where in the past KFEC focused a lot, 
almost solely, on the financial aspect of it and 
Alumni Council solely on the alumni and regu-
lations aspect. Our purposes are getting mixed 
together as we adapt what we call “the engage-
ment model.” So that’s really encouraging to see 
that. Both these entities are coming together to 
work for the College. … It sounds like something 
at least at this level and detail that hasn’t hap-
pened before.
Director of Class Giving Ryan Stewart ’08 on the KFEC:
Village ReCoRd
newS BRiefS
The	frequent	rings	of	the	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit	bells	often	remind	
students	in	the	adjacent	Olin	Library	just	how	little	work	they’ve	accom-
plished	in	the	f ifteen	minutes	since	the	last	chime.	Lately,	however,	the	
Church’s	bells	have	been	running	a	little	less	like	clockwork,	ringing	the	
chime	specif ic	to	15	minutes	at	half	past	the	hour,	the	30	minute	chime	
at	45	minutes	and	so	on.
But	 the	 bells	 aren’t	 the	 only	 piece	 of	 Kenyon	 history	 with	 technical	
issues.	 In	addition	 to	 the	Church’s	 incorrect	chiming,	 the	 front	door	of	
Peirce	Hall	 has	 also	 been	malfunctioning	—	 the	 automatic	 function	 of	
the	front	door	to	Peirce	hasn’t	been	opening.	
Despite	the	fact	that	the	Peirce	door	hasn’t	been	working	all	year,	the	
issue	is	not	due	to	any	major	mechanical	failure.	“So	far,	we	have	not	had	
any	major	problems	with	the	retrof it,	or	the	recent	repair,”	said	Director	
of	 Facility	Operations	Greg	Widener.	 Rather,	 the	 problem	 arises	 from	
overuse.	
According	to	Widener,	the	door	opener	is	“designed	to	accommodate	
the	people	who	need	to	use	it,	which	should	be	very	infrequent	users”	—	
when	 the	 operator	 receives	 too	many	 requests,	 it	 enters	 a	 failsafe	 state,	
and	stops	sending	requests	to	the	motor,	as	to	not	overstress	the	mechani-
cal	components.	
Widener	 also	 acknowledged	 that	 battery	 problems	 in	 the	 transmit-
ter	 could	have	 caused	 the	 recent	problems	with	 the	door,	 and	 said,	 “Of	
course	it ’s	cold,	that	could	have	been	the	case.”	The	system	entering	such	
a	failsafe	state	 is	avoidable	 if	students	simply	do	not	push	the	button	to	
open	the	door	when	they	do	not	need	to.	“It’s	a	people	problem,”	Widener	
said.
Widener	 is	 conf ident	 the	bells,	which	 are	 serviced	 annually,	will	 re-
quire	only	a	quick	readjustment.	Since	the	chimes	and	the	clock	are	quite	
prominent	 on	 campus,	 they	 are	 important	 to	 the	 maintenance	 depart-
ment.	“We	pride	ourselves	on	trying	to	keep	the	time	current,”	Widener	
said.	 “It’s	 one	 of	 those	 little	 things	 about	Kenyon	 that	 we	 try	 to	 pride	
ourselves	on:	to	make	sure	that	[when]	visitors	come	here,	they	hear	the	
bells	and	see	the	f lag.”
— Graham Reid
Church bells, handicap button malfunctioning
This	week	Student	Council	approved	three	new	student	groups:	Inter-
national	Students	at	Kenyon	(ISAK),	Special	Dogs	and	Kenyon	Students	
for	Justice	in	Palestine.	
Special	Dogs	is	a	group	of	students	interested	in	hip-hop	who	hold	dis-
cussions	as	well	as	freestyle	rap	sessions	and	performances.	The	group	had	
been	inactive	since	some	of	its	members	were	abroad	last	semester.
	ISAK	regained	their	off icial	status	after	they	lost	their	standing	when	
they	failed	to	complete	an	end	of	semester	evaluation.	
President	of	Special	Dogs	Evan	More	’15	described	the	group	as	“a	wel-
coming	place	for	anyone	who	appreciates	hip-hop,”	adding	that	the	group’s	
interests	 could	 include,	 “music	 videos	 ...	 beat	 production,	 dancing,	 sing-
ing,	art,	graphic	design.”	More	calls	the	group’s	discussions	“intellectually	
stimulating”	and	outlined	the	group’s	activities	during	their	regular	Thurs-
day	meetings	as	“[listen]	to	some	really	cool	music,	talk	with	some	really	
intelligent	people	and	dig	into	a	really	deep	discussion.”	Special	Dogs	will	
perform	at	the	Village	Inn	this	Friday,	Feb.	21,	and	More	hopes	to	involve	
the	group	in	other	events	 including	outdoor	events	 in	the	spring.	Special	
Dogs	meets	 in	 the	Horn	Gallery	 for	 discussions	 on	Thursdays	 at	 10:00	
p.m.	—	though	will	occasionally	relate	to	Taft	B100	in	the	case	of	sched-
uling	 conf licts	—	and	 for	performance	workshop	 sessions	 on	Sundays	 at	
6:00	p.m.
Though	Council	 re-recognized	 ISAK,	 they	discussed	 issues	 including	
the	club’s	need	for	a	full	executive	board	as	well	as	the	issue	of	the	high	cost	
of	 living	 in	the	International	House,	which	has	been	prohibitive	 to	some	
international	students.
After	 a	 discussion	 about	 a	 perceived	 conf lict	 between	 Kenyon	 Stu-
dents	for	Justice	in	Palestine	and	other	campus	clubs	whose	missions	speak	
to	 the	 Israeli-Palestinian	 conf lict,	 Council	 unanimously	 approved	 the	
club.
— Graham Reid
Council approves three new clubs 
Feb. 13 – Feb. 19
Feb. 16, 12:00 a.m. —	Damage	 to	 glass	 door	 in	main	 lounge	 of	Gund	
Residence	Hall.	 	
number	 of	 things	 on	 our	
website,	 we’ve	 been	 proac-
tive	in	sending	out	some	re-
minders	 and	 those	 sorts	 of	
things.	We’ve	 tried	 to	help	
families	 get	 their	 applica-
tions	 in	 on	 time	 because,	
unfortunately,	 if	they	apply	
late,	many	 times	 the	 fund-
ing	is	gone.”
	 While	 financial	 aid	 is	
not	 first-come-first-served,	
the	earlier	a	family	applies,	
the	better.	Kenyon’s	limited	
financial	 aid	 budget	 man-
dates	 that	 no	 additional	
aid	 money	 can	 be	 distrib-
uted	once	the	limit	has	been	
reached.	However,	the	sud-
den	 jump	 in	 financial	 aid	
applications	will	not	change	
the	College’s	 policy,	which	
states	that	every	family	who	
applies	 before	 the	 deadline	
will	 be	 considered	 for	 aid.	
Those	who	apply	after	Feb.	
15	 will	 be	 considered	 de-
pending	on	 the	 availability	
of	aid.	
	 “We	have	a	limited	bud-
get	 for	financial	aid	at	Ke-
nyon,	 so	 when	 those	 dol-
lars	 are	gone	unfortunately	
there’s	not	 a	 lot	we	 can	do	
beyond	 that,”	 Daugherty	
said.	“[But]	we’re	still	meet-
ing	100	percent	of	demon-
strated	 need.	 We	 haven’t	
changed	any	of	our	philoso-
phies	there.”
	 In	fact,	at	last	year’s	win-
ter	 meeting	 the	 Board	 of	
Trustees	 added	 $400,000	
to	 Kenyon’s	 financial	 aid	
budget.	“We	perceived	that	
with	 the	 changing	 demo-
graphic	 in	 this	 country,	
in	 order	 to	 maintain	 our	
quality	and	access,	we	were	
going	 to	 need	 additional	
funding,”	Delahunty	said.	
	 An	 increase	 in	 applica-
tions	 does	 not	 imply	 that	
more	aid	will	be	given	out,	
but	 Delahunty	 worried	
that	 may	 start	 to	 indicate	
on	 their	 application	 that	
they	 will	 not	 need	 finan-
cial	 aid	 but	 apply	 anyway	
when	the	time	comes.	“We	
are	 need	 aware	 in	 our	 ad-
missions	selection,	 [so]	you	
can	 see	 where	 [prospec-
tive	 students]	might	 try	 to	
game	 the	 system	 a	 little	
bit,”	 Delahunty	 said.	 “It’s	
not	banner	headline	stuff.”
	 Delahunty	does	not	 an-
ticipate	 that	 Kenyon	 will	
need	 to	 echo	 some	 schools	
and	 tell	 prospective	 stu-
dents	 that	 they	 will	 not	
process	 financial	 aid	 appli-
cations	 unless	 the	 student	
is	 upfront	 about	needing	 it	
on	 their	 application	 to	 the	
school.	“If	 it’s	a	true	trend,	
not	a	suspected	trend,	we’ll	
have	to	 look	at	our	policy,”	
she	said.	
	 Until	 administrators	
have	more	data	to	consider,	
no	changes	will	be	made	to	
the	financial	 aid	process	 at	
Kenyon.
Fin. Aid requests increase
Continued from Page 1
that	 he	 would	 bring	 the	
matter	up	with	representa-
tives	of	the	Greek	commu-
nity,	and	declined	to	com-
ment	further	on	the	matter.	
President	of	Greek	Council	
Drivers might be subsidized
Continued from Page 1 Chelsea	Katzeman	’14	did	
not	respond	to	multiple	re-
quests	for	comment.
	 The	issue	came	up	dur-
ing	 the	 BFC’s	 report	 on	
why	 Greek	 Council ’s	 re-
quest	 to	 subsidize	 the	
driver	 certification	 fees	
for	Safe	Rides	was	denied.	
Ritchie	 said	 it	was	 deter-
mined	 that	 granting	 the	
funds	 would	 set	 a	 prec-
edent,	 putting	 pressure	
on	 the	 BFC	 to	 subsidize	
other	 clubs’	driver	 fees	 in	
the	future.
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The Center for the Study of 
American Democracy hosted a pan-
el and discussion last night on im-
migration and immigration reform 
for a small audience of students in 
faculty in the Gund Gallery Com-
munity Foundation Theater. The 
panel consisted of Interim Provost 
Joe Klesner, Professor of Economics 
Kathy Krynski, Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Political Science Profes-
sor Nancy Powers, and Visiting As-
sistant Professor of Political Science 
Kathleen Tipler. 
With the recent failure of a new 
immigration bill to pass the U.S. 
House, Tipler deemed the question 
of citizenship to be both “timely and 
timeless.” The panel addressed the 
issue of immigration and its reform 
from historical, economic, human 
rights and political viewpoints.
“I think that … immigrants are 
so often pushed to the shadows and 
the way the debate is shaped nation-
ally is so generalized it can be igno-
rant,” said Caitlin Ramirez ’14, who 
attended the panel. “I think the way 
this panel was structured lent itself 
to a more complex understanding of 
the issue. The different viewpoints 
in some ways conflicted but in other 
ways complemented each other.”
The immigration panel was just 
one of 10 scheduled events part of 
Social Justice Week, which began 
Monday, Feb. 17 and will conclude 
with a community art show and si-
lent auction on Friday, Feb. 21. 
The different events, which range 
from discussions on the role of the 
Internet within social justice to a 
panel of former Peace Corps vol-
unteers, were sponsored by several 
organizations on campus, including 
the Center for Global Engagement 
(CGE), Crozier Center for Women, 
Indigenous Nations at Kenyon, Sis-
terhood, Not for Sale, Peer Counsel-
ors, Center for the Study of Ameri-
can Democracy, J Street U and Asia 
Society. Social Justice Week itself, 
however, was organized by BE: Jus-
tice, Kenyon’s Christian student or-
ganization. Ty Smith ’14 and Susie 
Gurzenda ’14 headed the planning. 
During Smith’s membership to 
BE:, she has seen several changes. 
“My first year, I was involved in [or-
ganizing Social Justice Week], we 
were talking about revitalizing it,” 
and according to Smith, since then, 
they have continued to build upon 
their early ideas. 
This year, Smith hoped to incor-
porate more student voices in the 
different events. “I really wanted 
this year’s Social Justice Week to be 
‘by the people, for the people,’” she 
said. “I wanted students to get really 
involved and make it whatever they 
were interested in.”
On this goal, Smith thinks So-
cial Justice Week has been successful 
in allowing a venue for a variety of 
conversations and campus organiza-
tions to promote their projects. 
The CGE, for one, has been in-
volved with Social Justice Week 
since its inception, according to 
CGE Assistant Director Lisa 
Swaim. For the CGE, the week’s 
themes are important because “we 
work with and support many of the 
students who organize the week and 
because our work in international 
education is about diminishing in-
equalities of opportunity,” Swaim 
wrote in an email. 
In the future, Smith hopes Social 
Justice Week will expand to include 
a cohort of students that would meet 
regularly to discuss social justice is-
sues and ways in which this interest 
could be manifested on campus in 
year-long programming.  
Ultimately, Smith said, Social 
Justice Week “should be of an inter-
est to every Kenyon student because 
it means that they are active in car-
ing about humanity.”
Tonight, scheduled events in-
clude a One Billion Rising Commu-
nity Art Show and Silent Auction 
opening at Wiggin Street Coffee 
at 6 p.m., and a screening in Gund 
Gallery Community Theater at 7 
p.m. of an episode of popular sitcom 
How I Met Your Mother that features 
its characters in yellowface, with a 
subsequent discussion led by As-
sistant Professor of Sociology Celso 
Villegas. Tomorrow, the art show 
and auction will close at 7:30 p.m. 
Social Justice Week raises various issues of humanity 
A faculty panel on Wednesday, Feb. 19 discussed immigration and citizenship in the U.S. from various perspectives. 
PHOEBE CARTER | COLLEGIAN
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or not. That will be decided 
by the fact that people join 
or not,” Business and Fi-
nance Co-Chair Michael 
Marting ’14 countered.
The usually reticent Dean 
of Students Hank Toutain 
noted that it was important 
for Council to consider the 
club’s approval regardless of 
agenda or conflict.
“What you need to be 
most careful of, frankly, is 
that you’re treating this ap-
plication just like you’re 
treating any other applica-
tion,” he said.
 After being approved 
as a club, KSJP launched a 
poster campaign to address 
the issue of Palestinian edu-
cation. Some posters have 
been torn down and vandal-
ized, Firestone and Lee said.
On one of them, a stu-
dent wrote, “Why do [Pal-
estinians] always launch the 
first rockets then sit behind 
and pretend they are inno-
cent when Israel retaliates?” 
Firestone noted that the 
writer had misspelled “Pal-
estinians.”
“It’s sad because they 
don’t have a conception of 
a Palestinian people to the 
point of being able to know 
how to write it down on a 
piece of paper,” he said.
The group is planning on 
a number of programs, in-
cluding possible film screen-
ings and guest speakers. In 
talking about the possibil-
ity of the group’s bringing 
speakers from the national 
organization Jewish Voices 
for Peace to campus, Fires-
tone said of KSJP, “It’s hard 
to find a better example of 
why this has nothing to do 
with nationality or religion, 
that this has to do with per-
spective and ethics.”
And part of that ap-
proach focuses on group dis-
cussion and engagement on 
campus, Firestone and Lee 
stressed.
“We don’t intend to be an 
exclusive organization where 
you can’t show up if you 
think that your point of view 
doesn’t line up with ours. 
The idea is to expand the 
conversation, to include as 
many people as would like to 
be involved,” Firestone said. 
“I think our point is we will 
not apologize for our point 
of view. We will not apolo-
gize for our interest in this 
matter. We will not apolo-
gize for the posters, and we 
will not apologize for our 
presence on this campus.” 
Co-chair of J Street U Ju-
lie Hartman ’15 wrote in an 
email that the chapter “will 
continue to advocate for the 
adoption of a two-state solu-
tion to the Israeli-Palestin-
 This weekend, Ke-
nyon alumni from all 
over the country will be 
f locking to their alma 
mater to participate in 
Winter Weekend, a se-
ries of meetings held for 
many different Kenyon 
alumni groups.  
“We’ll have the 
Alumni Council here, 
we’ ll have the Kenyon 
Fund Executive Com-
mittee here, we will have 
regional presidents here, 
we will have the Greek 
Alumni Leadership 
Council here, we will 
have members of a group 
called Kenyon Volunteer 
Leaders of Emeriti here 
and Friday night is our 
senior alumni welcome 
dinner as well,” Scott 
Baker, director of alum-
ni and parent programs 
said. “This is obviously 
a huge weekend for our 
off ice.” 
Altogether, there will 
be roughly sixty alumni 
on campus.  
When Kenyon’s 
Alumni Council con-
venes this weekend, they 
will attend to their year-
ly duties and meet with 
members of Kenyon’s ad-
ministration.  
This year, the Alum-
ni Council will also be 
working with the Ca-
reer Development Off ice 
to brainstorm new ways 
that alumni can be sup-
portive of Kenyon grad-
uates who will soon be 
entering the workforce. 
“There’s a loose pro-
posal out there about a 
career initiative,” Baker 
said. “I don’t want to an-
nounce anything prema-
turely.”
Along with bring-
ing alumni groups back 
to campus, part of the 
goal for the weekend is 
to  collect donations for 
Kenyon.  The Kenyon 
Funds Executive Com-
mittee (KFEC) is pri-
marily responsible for 
collecting donations 
from alumni.  
The KFEC also works 
with Kenyon’s admin-
KSJP seeks engagement
istration to brainstorm 
new programs to help 
raise money for the Col-
lege.  “[KFEC’s relation-
ship with the College is] 
somewhat like the re-
lationship between the 
professional staff and 
President Decateur,” Di-
rector of Class Giving 
Ryan Stewart ’08 said.  
During this weekend’s 
meeting, KFEC will be 
reviewing how close they 
are to completing their 
f inancial goals and as-
sessing which programs 
are working and which 
should be changed.  
“Annual gifts to the 
Kenyon Fund help ev-
ery student at Kenyon 
by increasing the money 
available for faculty sal-
aries, buildings, supplies 
and f inancial aid,” Myles 
Alderman Jr. ’82 said. 
“Without donations to 
the Kenyon Fund, Ke-
nyon College would not 
be what it is today.”
Winter Weekend brings 
Alumni Council to campusContinued from Page 1
PHOEBE ROE
NEWS ASSISTANT “       Annual gifts to the Kenyon Fund help every student at Kenyon by increasing the money available for faculty salaries, build-
ings, supplies, and financial aid.”
Myles Alderman Jr. ’82 
ian conflict.”
“We look forward to the 
possibility of engaging with 
[K]SJP in constructive, 
meaningful dialogue on 
campus,” Hartman wrote.
“We want more students 
on this campus to under-
stand that there are a lot of 
Israeli activists at this table,” 
Firestone said. “There are a 
lot of Palestinian activists 
at this table, there are a lot 
of American activists at this 
table. There are Muslim ac-
tivists and Jewish activists, 
there are Christian activists, 
there are atheist activists. 
Now that’s a pretty diverse 
picture, and that’s some-
thing a lot of folks are resis-
tant to.”
The club sees the Israeli-
Palestinian issue as not re-
ducible to that dichotomy, 
but as a conflict that requires 
a moral obligation for all to 
involve themselves, regard-
less of any sort of affiliation 
one way or another.
“We see it as a responsi-
bility not for everyone to join 
the organization, but for ev-
eryone to engage, to critical-
ly analyze, because we can 
make the table bigger,” Fire-
stone said. “There’s room for 
all of us.”
Kenyon Students for Jus-
tice in Palestine meets Sat-
urdays at 6:15 p.m. in Bemis 
Music Room in Peirce Hall.
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Doumani ’77, McGavran ’03 talk Middle East, history, art
GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER
Last week, campus was 
abuzz with talk of John Green 
’00’s visit, photos and auto-
graphs. And while Green may 
be at the top of every admis-
sions officer’s alumni list, other 
Kenyon grads have found suc-
cess in a wide range of fields. 
Alums Bathsera Doumani ’77 
and Sarah McGavran ’03 re-
turned to the Hill to lecture 
on their respective fields of 
study. 
Doumani, an Ottoman 
historian whose work defies 
the traditional Istanbul-cen-
tric view of Ottoman history, 
spoke in Higley Auditorium 
on Tuesday while McGavran 
lectured on the German artist 
Paul Klee, who worked at the 
Bauhaus: McGavran focused 
on Klee’s images inspired by 
his time in Egypt.
For Doumani, a change to 
the College’s overall attitude 
was apparent. “It was a differ-
ent kind of place [in the ’70s], 
and there were no courses in 
the history department on 
the Middle East at all,” Dou-
mani said, who also recalled 
the tension he felt as the only 
Arab student on campus dur-
ing the 1973 Arab-Israeli con-
flict. According to Doumani, 
he and another student try-
ing to raise money for the Red 
Cross “received an incredible 
amount of abuse”; he also rou-
tinely heard insults shouted at 
him from dorms. 
Now, Kenyon offers an 
Islamic civilizations and cul-
tures concentration in addi-
tion to other programs and 
courses focused on the Middle 
East — in stark contrast to 
Doumani’s time at the Col-
lege. “To come here and see 
that there are several faculty 
who are doing this [program], 
[with] many students interest-
ed, was an amazing experience 
for me,” he said.  
Kenyon’s art history pro-
gram has also experienced 
changes in its curriculum and 
opportunities for exhibit cu-
ration on campus since Mc-
Gavran left the Hill. “I’m es-
pecially excited about the new 
Gund Gallery and the new 
resources in the art history de-
partment,” she said.
According to Assistant 
Professor of History Nurten 
Kilic-Schubel, Doumani’s 
work addresses the “experi-
ence of ordinary people” in the 
Ottoman Empire in order to 
“expand our understanding of 
the Ottoman experience.” 
“He’s really passionate 
about the ordinary people, 
the peasants, the women, the 
workers,” said Qossay Alsat-
tari ’16, a Middle East Stu-
dents Association (MESA) 
student leader. 
Doumani’s talk focused on 
an analysis of family history 
from two cities: Tripoli, Libya 
and Nablus in the West Bank. 
Doumani looked at court re-
cords from these two cities — 
in order to gain insight into 
how people chose to distribute 
their property to their kin. The 
idea behind this approach is to 
identify the “kin that count,” 
and thus gain a deeper under-
standing of family structure. 
Doumani discussed differ-
ences between the two cities; 
women were given far more 
treatment in Tripoli than in 
Nablus — and the stereotypi-
cal idea of the Arab family.
Doumani’s research runs 
against the notion that there 
exists a quintessential Arab 
family focused around wider 
family groups than the imme-
diate conjugal family. Accord-
ing to Doumani’s talk, ideas of 
family in the Arab world are 
more diverse than many na-
tives tell. MESA leader Max 
Dugan ’14 hopes that Dou-
mani’s work will “challeng[e] 
the narratives and the para-
digms that we have for view-
ing the Middle East.” Alsat-
tari echoed Dugan and said, 
“Once you focus the lives of 
the family life, the lives of the 
ordinary people, people here in 
the U.S., we could relate them 
with that story. We could all 
relate to those humans.”
Doumani sees his research 
as relevant to modern politics 
as well as history. “It’s impos-
sible to understand the devel-
opments in the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict in the 20th 
century without knowing the 
social structure, the economic 
life ... of that area during the 
Ottoman period,” he said. 
Kilic-Schubel thought that 
Doumani’s talk allowed Ke-
nyon students to “take a step 
back and just look at the his-
tory,” rather than being preoc-
cupied with current politics in 
the region.
Similarly, McGavran 
hopes that aspects of her work 
can prove relevant to simi-
lar themes of perception and 
stereotype. Her investigation 
of Klee’s work on Egyptian 
themes brings out a tradition 
of Orientalism in art. This an-
tiquated view of the Middle 
East as a distant, static and 
backward place is often looked 
at in contrast to the seemingly 
explicit modernity of Europe 
and the U.S. 
“These images maybe have 
something more to do with 
the U.S., or they have more 
to do with Europe, than they 
actually do with the place that 
they’re showing,” McGavran 
said. She acknowledged in her 
talk that it was “impossible to 
escape Orientalism,” and that 
understanding these Oriental-
ist themes can be important in 
understanding modern repre-
sentations of these places. 
“A lot of the images that 
we see in the media have been 
around for a long time,” Mc-
Gavran said. “I think when 
you can see that something 
is sort of a stereotype, and of 
course you have a visual of it, 
it’s a better way to help you be 
critical of what you see in mass 
media.”
Bathsera Doumani ’77 discussed family structures in Tripoli, Libya and Nablus in the West Bank.
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Tonight at 7:30 in Rosse Hall, 
seven Kenyon alums with gradu-
ation years spanning five decades 
will return to their alma mater 
to participate in “Queer Life Af-
ter Kenyon,” a discussion panel 
sponsored by Unity House.
Members of Unity House 
came up with the idea for the 
panel last spring and decided to 
meet with Scott Baker, Kenyon’s 
alumni coordinator, to begin re-
cruiting alumni.  
“It took us a little while to 
get it on a calendar, but we’re 
thrilled it’s finally happening,” 
Baker said. 
The alumni who will be on the 
panel all identify as members of 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, queer (LGBTQ ) com-
munity. They will be discussing 
their experiences at Kenyon and 
advising students about life after 
Kenyon. 
“I’m hoping that current Ke-
nyon students who are queer can 
see what there is after Kenyon in 
terms of jobs, and what experi-
ences Kenyon alum have taken 
from the Hill and then used 
in their professional and adult 
lives,” said Annette Covrigaru 
’14, co-leader of Unity House. 
The panel is open to all of 
campus, and Unity House hopes 
that a diverse group of students 
and professors will attend the 
event. 
“I’d like to think that people 
who don’t identify within the 
LGBTQ community will come 
because they’re going to be inter-
acting and working with queer 
people wherever they go, and 
understanding how those people 
experience situations will help 
them in the future,” said Aaron 
Dripps ’14, co-leader of Unity 
House.
While planning for the panel, 
Baker worked with members of 
the Career Development Office, 
and he feels that panels like this 
one are necessary to prepare Ke-
nyon students for their futures. 
“In some ways, life after Ken-
yon is ‘the great unknown,’ so it’s 
great when alums can come back 
and say, you know, ‘I wish some-
body had told me this,’” Baker 
said.
Along with the panel, this 
Saturday in the Gund Gallery 
Community Foundation The-
ater, alumna Becca Roth ’10 
will be screening her documen-
tary, “One: A Story of Love and 
Equality,” which follows the vot-
ing process of Amendment One, 
a law in North Carolina that 
would restrict legally recognized 
unions to only marriage between 
a man and a woman.
Following the screening of 
the documentary, there will be a 
question and answer session with 
Roth in Gund Gallery. 
A tradition that began in 1996 
but was discontinued in 2011, Phi-
lander’s Phling was reincarnated last 
Saturday in a new event, Philander’s 
Ball. Organized by the Senior Class 
Committee, the Ball featured snacks 
on the basketball court of the Kenyon 
Athletic Center (KAC), dancing in 
Tomsich arena and the student band 
Motown. 
Casey Griffin ’14, Lucy Phillips 
’14 and Emma Strickler ’14 were the 
main organizers of the event, sup-
ported by Associate Dean of Stu-
dents Tacci Smith. “I think it went 
well,” Phillips wrote in an email. 
“We’ve received a lot of positive feed-
back from students. And Campus 
Safety told us that the night went re-
ally smoothly on their end, so that’s 
great.” 
Smith, on the other hand, point-
ed out some things that could’ve gone 
better. When the Phebruary Phunds 
committee met to decide which pro-
posals would receive funding, they 
chose the Feb. 15 date because “there 
was nothing going on in the KAC.” 
Somewhere between the decision 
and the event, however, the tennis 
team scheduled a match that started 
in the late afternoon and continued 
into the evening, which required the 
lights to be left on in the courts next 
to the arena. “The lights were not 
supposed to be on,” Smith said, add-
ing that it threw off the ambiance. 
“Apparently, [Kenyon] had al-
ready won the overall match. ... So in 
some ways, they could’ve not played 
the last matches. It’s problematic be-
cause [that affected] this event, and [it 
was] frustrating.” Smith also lament-
ed the fact that there wasn’t much 
socializing between students and the 
faculty and staff who attended.  
However, she was happy that 
most student volunteers showed up 
for their assigned shifts and that the 
Ball helped break up the monotony 
of winter. “I think it was a good first 
chance at it,” she said. “I think if any 
group goes to take it on for next year 
... it takes thinking through these is-
sues.”
Students who attended the Ball 
gave mixed reviews: Luke Kresslein 
’15 thought it was “good until it 
started sucking because the live band 
stopped playing,” but Freeland Ellis 
’17 thought it was “really great.” 
“I liked the music,” Ellis said. “I 
liked the set up. I liked the candy. I 
ate a lot of candy. And I liked that 
you could talk to people and dance.”
The final cost for the event has not 
yet been calculated, but Smith thinks 
they stuck fairly close to their $3,600 
budget, which covered everything 
from coat racks to maintenance staff. 
Reflecting on the event planning, 
Phillips would “realize that it takes a 
lot of time and effort” earlier in the 
process. Overall, though, she would 
suggest bringing it back next year, 
however, there are no current plans 
to do so. 
Phoebe Carter contributed reporting.
Members of Unity House in 2011. Alumna Becca Roth will visit campus.
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Unity House alums to host panel
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Doumani ’77, McGavran ’03 talk Middle East, history, art
GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER
Last week, campus was 
abuzz with talk of John Green 
’00’s visit, photos and auto-
graphs. While Green may be 
at the top of every admissions 
officer’s alumni list, other Ke-
nyon grads have found suc-
cess in a wide range of fields. 
Alums Bathsera Doumani ’77 
and Sarah McGavran ’03 also 
returned to the Hill to lecture 
on their respective fields of 
study. 
Doumani, an Ottoman 
historian whose work defies 
the traditional Istanbul-cen-
tric view of Ottoman history, 
spoke in Higley Auditorium 
on Tuesday while McGavran 
lectured on the German artist 
Paul Klee, who worked at the 
Bauhaus: McGavran focused 
on Klee’s images inspired by 
his time in Egypt. For Dou-
mani, a change to the College’s 
overall attitude was apparent. 
“It was a different kind of place 
[in the ’70s], and there were no 
courses in the history depart-
ment on the Middle East at 
all,” Doumani said, who also 
recalled the tension he felt 
as the only Arab student on 
campus during the 1973 Ar-
ab-Israeli conflict. According 
to Doumani, he and another 
student trying to raise money 
for the Red Cross “received an 
incredible amount of abuse”; 
he also routinely heard insults 
shouted at him from dorms. 
Now, Kenyon offers an Is-
lamic civilizations and cultures 
concentration in addition to 
other programs and courses 
focused on the Middle East — 
in stark contrast to Doumani’s 
time at the College. 
“To come here and see 
that there are several faculty 
who are doing this [program], 
[with] many students interest-
ed, was an amazing experience 
for me,” he said.  
Kenyon’s art history pro-
gram has also experienced 
changes in its curriculum and 
opportunities for exhibit cu-
ration on campus since Mc-
Gavran left the Hill. “I’m es-
pecially excited about the new 
Gund Gallery and the new 
resources in the art history de-
partment,” she said.
According to Assistant 
Professor of History Nurten 
Kilic-Schubel, Doumani’s 
work addresses the “experience 
of ordinary people” in the Ot-
toman Empire in order to “ex-
pand our understanding of the 
Ottoman experience.” 
“He’s really passionate 
about the ordinary people, 
the peasants, the women, the 
workers,” said Qossay Alsattari 
’16, a Middle East Students 
Association (MESA) student 
leader. 
Doumani’s talk focused on 
an analysis of family history 
from two cities: Tripoli, Libya 
and Nablus in the West Bank. 
Doumani looked at court re-
cords from these two cities in 
order to gain insight into how 
people chose to distribute their 
property to their kin. The idea 
behind this approach is to 
identify the “kin that count,” 
and thus gain a deeper under-
standing of family structure. 
Doumani discussed differ-
ences between the two cities; 
women were given far more 
treatment in Tripoli than in 
Nablus and the stereotypical 
idea of the Arab family.
Doumani’s research runs 
against the notion that there 
exists a quintessential Arab 
family focused around wider 
family groups than the imme-
diate conjugal family. Accord-
ing to Doumani’s talk, ideas of 
family in the Arab world are 
more diverse than many na-
tives tell. MESA leader Max 
Dugan ’14 hopes that Dou-
mani’s work will “challeng[e] 
the narratives and the para-
digms that we have for view-
ing the Middle East.” 
Alsattari echoed Dugan. 
“Once you focus the lives of 
the family life, the lives of the 
ordinary people, people here in 
the U.S., we could relate them 
with that story. We could all 
relate to those humans,” Alsat-
tari said.
Doumani sees his research 
as relevant to modern politics 
as well as history. 
“It’s impossible to under-
stand the developments in 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
in the 20th century without 
knowing the social structure, 
the economic life ... of that area 
during the Ottoman period,” 
he said. Kilic-Schubel thought 
that Doumani’s talk allowed 
Kenyon students to “take a 
step back and just look at the 
history,” rather than being pre-
occupied with current politics 
in the region.
Similarly, McGavran 
hopes that aspects of her work 
can prove relevant to simi-
lar themes of perception and 
stereotype. Her investigation 
of Klee’s work on Egyptian 
themes brings out a tradition 
of Orientalism in art. This an-
tiquated view of the Middle 
East as a distant, static and 
backward place is often looked 
at in contrast to the seemingly 
explicit modernity of Europe 
and the U.S. 
“These images maybe have 
something more to do with 
the U.S., or they have more 
to do with Europe, than they 
actually do with the place that 
they’re showing,” McGavran 
said. She acknowledged in her 
talk that it was “impossible to 
escape Orientalism,” and that 
understanding these Oriental-
ist themes can be important in 
understanding modern repre-
sentations of these places. 
“A lot of the images that 
we see in the media have been 
around for a long time,” Mc-
Gavran said. “I think when 
you can see that something 
is sort of a stereotype, and of 
course you have a visual of it, 
it’s a better way to help you be 
critical of what you see in mass 
media.”
Bathsera Doumani ’77 discussed family structures in Tripoli, Libya and Nablus in the West Bank.
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Tonight at 7:30 in Rosse Hall, 
seven Kenyon alums with gradu-
ation years spanning five decades 
will return to their alma mater 
to participate in “Queer Life Af-
ter Kenyon,” a discussion panel 
sponsored by Unity House.
Members of Unity House 
came up with the idea for the 
panel last spring and decided to 
meet with Scott Baker, Kenyon’s 
alumni coordinator, to begin re-
cruiting alumni.  
“It took us a little while to 
get it on a calendar, but we’re 
thrilled it’s finally happening,” 
Baker said. 
The alumni who will be on the 
panel all identify as members of 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, queer (LGBTQ ) com-
munity. They will be discussing 
their experiences at Kenyon and 
advising students about life after 
Kenyon. 
“I’m hoping that current Ke-
nyon students who are queer can 
see what there is after Kenyon in 
terms of jobs, and what experi-
ences Kenyon alum have taken 
from the Hill and then used 
in their professional and adult 
lives,” said Annette Covrigaru 
’14, co-leader of Unity House. 
The panel is open to all of 
campus, and Unity House hopes 
that a diverse group of students 
and professors will attend the 
event. 
“I’d like to think that people 
who don’t identify within the 
LGBTQ community will come 
because they’re going to be inter-
acting and working with queer 
people wherever they go, and 
understanding how those people 
experience situations will help 
them in the future,” said Aaron 
Dripps ’14, co-leader of Unity 
House.
While planning for the panel, 
Baker worked with members of 
the Career Development Office, 
and he feels that panels like this 
one are necessary to prepare Ke-
nyon students for their futures. 
“In some ways, life after Ken-
yon is ‘the great unknown,’ so it’s 
great when alums can come back 
and say, you know, ‘I wish some-
body had told me this,’” Baker 
said.
Along with the panel, this 
Saturday in the Gund Gallery 
Community Foundation The-
ater, alumna Becca Roth ’10 will 
be screening her documentary, 
One: A Story of Love and Equali-
ty, which follows the voting pro-
cess of Amendment One, a law 
in North Carolina that would re-
strict legally recognized unions 
to only marriage between a man 
and a woman.
Following the screening of 
the documentary, there will be a 
question and answer session with 
Roth in Gund Gallery. 
A tradition that began in 1996 
but was discontinued in 2011, Phi-
lander’s Phling was reincarnated last 
Saturday in a new event, Philander’s 
Ball. Organized by the Senior Class 
Committee, the Ball featured snacks 
on the basketball court of the Kenyon 
Athletic Center (KAC), dancing in 
Tomsich arena and the student band 
Motown. 
Casey Griffin ’14, Lucy Phillips 
’14 and Emma Strickler ’14 were the 
main organizers of the event, sup-
ported by Associate Dean of Students 
Tacci Smith. “I think it went well,” 
Phillips wrote in an email. “We’ve re-
ceived a lot of positive feedback from 
students. And Campus Safety told us 
that the night went really smoothly 
on their end, so that’s great.” 
Smith, on the other hand, point-
ed out some things that could’ve gone 
better. When the Phebruary Phunds 
committee met to decide which pro-
posals would receive funding, they 
chose the Feb. 15 date because “there 
was nothing going on in the KAC.” 
Somewhere between the decision 
and the event, however, the tennis 
team scheduled a match that started 
in the late afternoon and continued 
into the evening, which required the 
lights to be left on in the courts next 
to the arena. “The lights were not 
supposed to be on,” Smith said, add-
ing that it threw off the ambiance. 
“Apparently, [Kenyon] had al-
ready won the overall match. ... So in 
some ways, they could’ve not played 
the last matches. It’s problematic be-
cause [that affected] this event, and [it 
was] frustrating.” Smith also lament-
ed the fact that there wasn’t much 
socializing between students and the 
faculty and staff who attended.  
However, she was happy that 
most student volunteers showed up 
for their assigned shifts and that the 
Ball helped break up the monotony 
of winter. 
“I think it was a good first chance 
at it,” Smith said. “I think if any 
group goes to take it on for next year 
... it takes thinking through these is-
sues.”
Students who attended the Ball 
gave mixed reviews: Luke Kresslein 
’15 thought it was “good until it 
started sucking because the live band 
stopped playing,” but Freeland Ellis 
’17 thought it was “really great.” 
“I liked the music,” Ellis said. “I 
liked the set up. I liked the candy. I 
ate a lot of candy. And I liked that you 
could talk to people and dance.”
The final cost for the event has not 
yet been calculated, but Smith thinks 
they stuck fairly close to their $3,600 
budget, which covered everything 
from coat racks to maintenance staff. 
Reflecting on the event planning, 
Phillips would “realize that it takes a 
lot of time and effort” earlier in the 
process. Overall, though, she would 
suggest bringing it back next year, 
however, there are no current plans 
to do so. 
Phoebe Carter contributed reporting.
Members of Unity House in 2011. Alumna Becca Roth will visit campus.
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“I’d like to thank the 
stately crow who sits 
atop the garbage shed 
next to NCAs for giving 
me the consistency and 
strength to get through 
my days.”
            -Jeremy Peck ’14
“The moving shelves 
in the basement of the 
library. They’re just really 
soothing.”                  
                 -Kip Clark ’16
“The noise my refrigera-
tor makes lulled me to 
sleep for my nap today.”
 
 -Elena Schatell ’15
A popular Bookstore t-
shirt reads “Kenyon is not 
near Uganda.” But Professor 
of Biology Wade Powell tra-
versed the distance in the late 
1980s when   he traveled to a 
small community in the west-
ern part of Kenya, near Ugan-
da, to teach at a rural high 
school.      This adventure 
followed his undergraduate 
years at Davidson College, 
where he had heard about the 
shortage of teachers in Kenya 
through the alumni network. 
Although he was guarenteed a 
job if he went, he still “took a 
certain kind of leap of faith.”
Powell taught at Ibeleri 
Secondary School in the 
Maragoli tribal community. 
The school was struggling 
with low funding and decrepit 
buildings, and the socio-eco-
nomic situation of the country 
did not allow for a focus on 
education.
“At that time in Kenya, the 
government paid for students 
to go to school up through the 
eighth grade. And [for] sec-
ondary school, you paid … 
full tuition,” Powell said. 
On the f irst day of classes, 
the minimal space attracted 
only two students. To help 
make the school affordable, 
Powell and his fellow volun-
teers bartered with villagers 
for tuition.       
“We did tuition for f ire-
wood, tuition for beans, that 
sort of thing,” Powell laughed. 
When Powell departed 18 
months later, the school had 
grown to 125 students over 
three grades.
Powell said the experience 
“inf luenced [his] view of the 
world and [his] place in it,” 
advising students as a whole 
to “take a more global view to 
who you are and what you do.” 
As an accomplished professor 
and researcher, Powell is yet 
another example to graduat-
ing seniors of the importance 
of adventure after graduation.
Adventure takes many dif-
ferent forms. Professor Ric 
Sheff ield protested that he 
wasn’t exciting enough to be 
featured in this article, but 
anyone who has worked with 
the wryly humored professor 
of sociology and legal studies 
would surely disagree.
Sheff ield pursued his un-
dergraduate, masters and law 
degrees at Case Western Re-
serve University, where he 
studied to be a civil servant. 
“[I grew up] in the good 
old days of saving the world,” 
Sheff ield said. “I wanted to 
make a difference — and mak-
ing a difference at the time for 
me very naively meant, ‘Oh, 
I’ ll go be a social worker in 
the inner city and work with 
delinquents and drug ad-
dicts.’”
After graduation, Shef-
f ield ’s f irst job was as a civil 
rights lawyer. Over the next 
few years, he worked his way 
through the ranks and found 
himself as Ohio assistant at-
torney general.
“I got a chance to write leg-
islation, I testif ied in the sen-
ate, I did television talk shows 
— I was on the nightly news a 
lot. It was a pretty cool gig,” 
Sheff ield recalled.
But in the midst of all this 
achievement, Sheff ield sud-
denly felt a jolting void in his 
personal life.
“I woke up one day, and my 
son was three years old and 
my daughter was born, and I 
didn’t remember those f irst 
three years,” Sheff ield said. 
Determined to refocus on his 
family, Sheff ield left the law 
practice and took a job at Ke-
nyon.
The abundant currency of 
experience is a common theme 
throughout the past of Kenyon 
professors, as it is with anyone 
who has ever embarked on any 
sort of great adventure. Over 
the course of 11 years, Pro-
fessor of Philosophy Joel Ri-
cheimer did exactly that. 
After his undergradu-
ate years, Sheff ield lived and 
worked in Israel, Jerusalem, 
Tokyo, Paris and London. He 
began working as an indus-
trial volunteer in a hydrau-
lics factory in Israel during 
the Yom Kippur War in 1973, 
and then made his way around 
the world. During his journey, 
Richeimer held only a travel 
visa and worked illegally.
For the most part, he said 
he found it almost laughably 
easy to secure jobs as an il-
legal worker. But during one 
unfortunate summer in Paris, 
Sheff ield was hired as a gar-
dener by a particularly wealthy 
woman along with several 
other illegal workers, most of 
whom were Portuguese.
“She decided,” Richeimer 
recollected, “‘I’m not going 
to pay any of you. If you do 
anything about it, I’ ll call the 
police.’”
After working a few other 
(paid) jobs — chopping parsley 
in Paris, working as a cashier 
in Britain during the Thatcher 
years and at an old folks’ home 
in Jerusalem — he ended up in 
Japan, where he began teach-
ing English, eventually in-
structing Japanese engineers 
how to live and work in New 
York City.
“I also taught [them how 
to] distrust, because in Japan, 
there’s no crime — [the] crime 
rate is very low; people would 
walk around with thousands of 
dollars on them. But you don’t 
do that in New York City.”
When Richeimer f irst came 
to Japan, he had no proof that 
he had graduated from col-
lege, although he did have a 
degree from UCLA. 
“I ended up buying a phony 
diploma. I bought a fake di-
ploma that said I got an Eng-
lish degree from Yale,” Ri-
cheimer said.
After many years as a well-
respected and loved profes-
sor, Richeimer is currently on 
sabbatical.
Before class: the nine lives of Kenyon professors 
EMMA WELSH-HUGGINS
FEATURES ASSISTANT
Top to bottom: Wade Powell, Ric Sheffield and Joel Richeimer in their previous professions before Kenyon.
COURTESY OF WADE POWELL, RIC SHEFFIELD, JOEL RICHEIMER 
Below is the second installment of a three-part series on the lives of professors before they arrived at Kenyon, debunking 
the traditional myth that, yes, parents and professors had lives before we arrived on the scene. 
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Got Safe Rides? 
Maybe not.
STAFF EDITORIAL
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The true confessions of a full-time ginger
Historically and presently, 
gingers always seem to get the 
short end of the stick. In the 
Middle Ages, Saint Gregory of 
Tours recounts an instance when 
a redheaded man wore a shoe on 
his head for fear of offending a 
Christian bishop (holla at Pro-
fessor of History Jeff Bowman 
for that fact). Today, names such 
as “carrot top” plague elementary 
school existences everywhere. 
However, being a ginger has 
unending benefits that are often 
overlooked by the general public. 
I have provided Kenyon students 
with a modest list of advantages 
bestowed upon gingers:
 1. Ginger men and women, 
on average, have a higher toler-
ance to mechanical pain (physi-
cal pinching or other tissue de-
formation) than those with any 
other hair type.
2. We also require around 20 
percent more anesthesia to be se-
dated.
3. Red hair is the rarest of 
all hair colors (we make up only 
two percent of the world’s pop-
ulation). That in itself makes us 
pretty majestic.
4. The Romans even believed 
that, after death, redheads would 
become vampires. * * sparkle spar-
kle * *
5. Redheads are often fea-
tured in famous works of art. 
Thus, we are natural muses.
6. There is a day in the Neth-
erlands dedicated to gingers 
called “Redhead Day.” Obvi-
ously, the Dutch know what’s up.
7. You never lose gingers in 
Peirce because with their hair 
they always stand out of the 
crowd.
8. Scholars have noticed that 
gingers have influenced history 
beyond the proportion of their 
numbers in the actual popula-
tion: Roman emperor Nero, 
Helen of Troy, Queen Elizabeth 
I, Emily Dickinson, Thomas Jef-
ferson, Vincent van Gogh, Mark 
Twain, Prince Harry, Ariel from 
The Little Mermaid and the whole 
Weasley family have made their 
mark on history while sporting 
luminous red locks.
9.  Ginger apparel. You got 
it, there is a company dedicat-
ed with selling ginger-themed 
items. Check it out: www.gin-
gerproblems.com. My personal 
favorite is a t-shirt that reads 
“I’ve got 99 problems, but having 
a soul isn’t one.”
10.  On the subject of souls, 
gingers also are stereotypically 
relieved of the burden of hav-
ing a soul. Emotions are messy 
and simply a waste of energy. 
But gingers will never have such 
emotional issues. Clearly we are 
evolutionarily superior.
11.  We have our own fan 
club. Like any major band or 
cultural movement, gingers have 
their own groupies. They are 
those individuals who identify 
with having a ginger fetish. If 
you don’t believe me, just check 
out Kenyon Confessions — 
they’re out there.
12. All everyone wants to 
do is stand out. As a ginger, you 
already naturally stand out, so 
you can spend your energy do-
ing more interesting things, like 
knitting or reading.
Lauren Corn ’15 is a studio 
art major from Port Angeles, 
Wash. She can be contacted at 
cornl@kenyon.edu.
LAUREN CORN
CONTRIBUTOR
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This Sunday during the Student Coun-
cil meeting, one of the Business and Finance 
Committee (BFC) co-chairs suggested mov-
ing Safe Rides out of the responsibility of the 
Greek community and making it a student-
worker — and paid — position.  
According to Michael Marting ’14, BFC 
co-chair, one of the reasons for the proposal 
was, “I don’t think many Greeks as a body like 
it. It’s not exactly the best community service 
thing.” Later on, he said, “I think it’s over-
whelmingly a drunk taxi service that’s abused 
[by students].” 
Safe Rides was originally conceived after 
a student was unable to get home on a bitter 
cold weekend night and was found dead the 
following day. Not three weeks ago, a similar 
tragedy happened at Denison University — a 
mere 45 minutes down the road. Safe Rides 
was created to prevent incidents of this nature. 
Marting also suggested that if students 
were “that far gone,” they probably should 
call Campus Safety instead of Safe Rides. But 
such a call would result in a Good Samaritan, 
which might not be warranted in such a situa-
tion. And if this caveat were removed, so that 
Safety could drive students around campus 
without resulting in a Good Samaritan, then 
this would severely diminish Safety’s role on 
campus. They are not a schlepping service to 
get students from the Cove to their dorms on 
any given night. 
To call Safe Rides a “drunk taxi service” 
and then assert it is “abused” grossly under-
states the service’s importance to students. It 
might possibly be the single most important 
“community service thing,” and a valuable re-
source provided by the Greek community. If, 
by changing Safe Rides into a paid position, it 
would make it more available to students and 
would better serve the student body, then we 
advocate this change. 
However, underscoring Safe Rides’ impor-
tance on campus in order to move the respon-
sibility from the Greek community to another 
student or student organization devalues the 
transportation service’s role on campus. And 
if it is thought of as “abused,” then what was 
it originally intended to be? A glorified sober 
chauffeur service across campus? 
Whether or not the “Greeks as a body like 
it” isn’t the issue. It’s whether or not Safe Rides 
is a valuable campus resource and what mea-
sures can be taken to ensure that it can best 
serve the student body. And whatever form 
that takes, we’ll buy a ticket to get on that bus. 
“        All everyone wants to do is stand out. As a ginger, you already naturally stand out, so you can spend your energy doing more interesting things, like knitting or reading.” 
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Dear Ready to Rumble,
While your heart may be in the right place, your fighting words need to take a 
deep breath. Almost any time you ask yourself if you should intervene on another 
person’s behalf, the answer is no — or at least, you should tread very carefully.
In this case, it sounds like you’re fairly removed from the situation. Are you 
a member or patron of the organization they run? Are you friends with the jerk 
bothering your friend? If not, any interference on your part is probably going to 
be devastatingly awkward, both for you and the friend you’re trying to protect. 
Furthermore, we would advise you to think seriously about the implications of 
any actions you might be inclined to take. While talking to this person may 
make you feel better, it might not be what your friend wants. Even worse, it 
might make the situation between them worse and only cause more ridicule and 
smack-talking.
 The best thing that you can do in this situation is be a supportive friend: you 
can listen to your friend when she is upset and even offer advice for dealing with 
the situation, but you should not become personally involved, especially if she 
has expressed a desire to avoid drama. It is unlikely that a confrontation with 
the offending party will do anything to make your friend’s life easier, so take a 
step back and trust that she can handle the situation. In the meantime, offer her 
some chocolate, a stiff drink or a commiserating glance after she returns from 
club meetings. We wouldn’t say no to throwing some icy glares at the back of this 
guy’s head, either…
McKinley Sherrod ’14 and Lizzie Thoreson-Green ’14 accept ethical dilemmas posed by 
the campus. Submit your queries to kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.
Dear  Ethical  Minds,
One of my good friends is constantly mistreated by this guy 
she runs a club with. He’s always late to their meetings, is rude to 
her, takes a lot of the credit for the club’s accomplishments and 
talks about her behind her back. What started as a professional 
issue has gotten personal. My friend doesn’t want to say anything 
for fear of creating drama, but this situation is obviously upset-
ting her. I think she needs to stand up for herself but I also think 
he needs to be taken down a peg or two. Would it be wrong for me 
to talk to him and tell him to knock it off on her behalf ?
              Signed,
     Ready to Rumble
ETHICAL MINDS
HOLD YOUR FIRE
DEREK DASHIELL
CONTRIBUTOR
Feeling under the weather: 
February is taking a toll
A first year and I were 
complaining about an essay 
when she asked me if second 
semester was “always like 
this,” or if that was just how it 
was in the first year. Another 
sophomore jumped in: “No, 
that’s just February.”
It’s a truth universally ac-
knowledged that February 
sucks. My birthday is in Feb-
ruary, and I still hate it — es-
pecially at Kenyon. Why es-
pecially at Kenyon? Well, the 
answer I gave to the first year 
was “the weather,” but I don’t 
think that’s the full story.
The weather is part of it. 
Seasonal Affective Disorder, 
unfortunately acronymed 
“SAD,” is taken more and 
more seriously as scientists 
agree that the sun is an im-
portant source of vitamin D 
and that sunlight can make 
people happy. Alaska, a place 
much more devoid of sun-
light than the continental 
United States, has the high-
est suicide rate in the country 
and some of the highest de-
pression rates. When Ken-
yon’s sky turns ash-gray, the 
ground turns dirty white, the 
air drops below zero degrees 
and Middle Path becomes 
a Nickelodeon’s Slime Time 
Live-esque obstacle, those 
“suicide lights” lining Middle 
Path earn their nickname.
But the weather is 
bad here from November 
through April. So, why Feb-
ruary? To answer that, here’s 
a “list-icle”:
1. “The Stretch”: Febru-
ary is the longest unbroken 
stretch during which we 
have to deal with the gray. 
November and December 
have some nice days, as well 
as Thanksgiving and Win-
ter Break, and from Spring 
Break on, things start to clear 
up. Mid-January through 
the end of February is bad 
weather, all the time.
2. Midterms: With all the 
bad weather and sickness, 
people typically haven’t been 
keeping up with their work. I 
can’t say how many times this 
semester I’ve excused skip-
ping a club meeting, assign-
ment or class with “It’s Feb-
ruary,” but it’s not a number 
I’d show my parents. Febru-
ary is a stressful, unprepared 
time.
3. Rush: There are events 
like Philander’s Ball and 
Horn shows, but the lack of 
frequent campus-wide par-
ties thrown by Greek orga-
nizations — banned due to 
Rush — changes things. In-
stead, we have lots of small-
er parties in Tafts, Milks, 
NCAs and New Apts, and 
while a lot of people love 
these, they cause a lot of 
anxiety for some people who 
don’t have friends to party-
hop with, who don’t know a 
ton of people in these areas, 
who get lost, etc., not to men-
tion the insularity that they 
can promote.
4. Romance (bear with 
me on this one): In bad 
weather, people tend to want 
to spend their nights with 
someone, and a lot of people 
like a stable situation, some-
thing to rely on in cold times. 
Add to that the pseudo-
pressure of Valentine’s Day 
and finding dates to the few 
big (and public) dance par-
ties in February, and there’s a 
definite internal and external 
push to find someone. But 
finding someone isn’t always 
easy, and failure to make that 
happen can exacerbate exist-
ing bad feelings.
5. Self-Interest: In Feb-
ruary, people aren’t at their 
best, and many decide to 
look out for themselves more. 
This is totally understand-
able — no matter how altru-
istic you are, you’re no good if 
you aren’t doing well enough 
to be there for someone else. 
But an almost universal in-
crease in self-interest doesn’t 
do much good when people 
need support most.
February is a piling-on of 
everything stressful at Ken-
yon. There’s not a ton to be 
done about it, except to re-
member that everyone else 
is going through the same 
thing. Unfortunately, reach-
ing out when people are at 
their most defensive might be 
the best strategy. Otherwise, 
just remember: February’s 
the shortest month.
Derek Dashiell ’16 is an 
English major from Lake-
wood, Ohio. He can be reached 
at dashielld@kenyon.edu. 
Kenyon campus is not just for students, but for faculty too
ALEXANDRA BRADNER
CONTRIBUTOR
My kids visited campus last 
week and had a blast. We toured 
Gund Gallery, watched the dance 
team practice, crafted valentines 
and enjoyed green tea ice cream at 
Peirce. A small group from upper 
Norton even took us sledding. But 
the highlight for my daughters was 
the Norton common room, where 
they could hang out with the decid-
edly cool college students. “We’re 
totally part of their group!” said my 
pint-sizer. “I think they like us,” 
said my more self-conscious grade-
schooler, who had been concerned 
earlier in the week with her social 
status.
 After business hours, we didn’t 
see many faculty members on 
campus — hardly any, to be com-
pletely honest: none in the dining 
hall and one or two, if that, at both 
the women’s and men’s basketball 
games. Kenyon is not an outlier in 
this regard. Liberal arts colleges 
across the country are struggling to 
both reconceive and maintain their 
communal cultures in the face of 
two realities — the fact that good 
research is more heavily incentiv-
ized than good teaching and the 
fact that fewer and fewer employ-
ees arrive with their own domestic 
support systems.
 Some professors do what they 
do because academia is the only 
environment in which they’re paid 
to read their favorite books, while 
others do what they do because 
they’re enervated by young people, 
teaching and the electric collegiate 
atmosphere, with its undammable 
stream of lectures, concerts and 
programs. My overwhelming ex-
perience has been that the best col-
lege professors are both selfish and 
unselfish, i.e. they fall into both 
categories. At most schools, you’re 
let go after your third year if you 
can’t teach, and after your sixth if 
you can’t produce. Research is cer-
tainly prioritized, because it’s the 
ultimate deal breaker, but tenured 
faculty members have to meet both 
thresholds. This is the Big Show, 
and survivors must have all the 
goods.
 More interesting is the fact that 
faculty members these days have 
partners who work equally long, 
hard hours outside the home. In 
the olden times, professors could 
attend exclusively to their work, 
while domestic saints handled the 
rest. Today’s faculty members have 
significant responsibilities in the 
home. In fact, if one’s partner is a 
physician, for example, the (full-
time) faculty member is often con-
ceived, within the context of the 
family, as the primary caregiver. 
And caregivers’ schedules are tight.
 Faculty participation in super-
erogatory service — community 
service beyond committee and de-
partmental work — is a touchy 
subject. I can only speak of it, in 
fact, because I’m a visitor. Profes-
sors who live off-campus, to give 
their loved ones better schools and 
job opportunities, recoil at the sug-
gestion that they’re betraying the 
college community or losing sight 
of the concept of the public. It’s co-
ercive for an institution to ask em-
ployees to sacrifice their marriages 
and kids’ futures for the rare good 
of a tenure-track academic job.
 Utilitarian philosopher John 
Stuart Mill hopes that education 
will grow our feelings of unity, help 
us to see that our fates are bound up 
with those of our fellow creatures 
and encourage us to aim for the 
general happiness over that of our 
own families. But even Mill quali-
fies that, in most cases, “private 
utility, the interest or happiness of 
some few persons, is all [anyone] 
has to attend to.”
 In a rare philosopher’s turn 
to empirical data, I opened the 
campus directory and started to 
count the number of faculty mem-
bers who live beyond the Gam-
bier/Mount Vernon metroplex. I 
stopped at the “M”s, when it be-
came clear that only one-third of 
the faculty seem to live more than 
thirty minutes away and that many 
of those are adjuncts, visitors and 
music instructors. (Moreover, I had 
to put my kids to bed and grade 
logic quizzes.) It seems to me that 
approximately half of Kenyon’s fac-
ulty is tenured, nearby and available 
to join students in their activities.
 So faculty — when you can 
(and I know sometimes you can’t), 
bring yourself and your loved ones 
to the common room. You’ll have 
a blast.
Alexandra Bradner is a visiting 
assistant professor of philosophy who 
lives among students this year as the 
faculty-in-residence. She will oc-
casionally report her experiences in 
this column. She can be reached at 
bradnera@kenyon.edu.
“        It’s a truth universally acknowledged that February sucks. My birthday is in February, and I still hate it — especially at Kenyon.”
“        At most schools, you’re let go after your third year, if you can’t teach, and after your sixth, if you can’t pro-duce. Research is certainly prioritized, because it’s the 
ultimate deal breaker, but tenured faculty members 
have to meet both thresholds.”
Dear Lauren,
The Collegian’s newest advice column for
your questions on love and life.
Submit to toolel@kenyon.edu.
HOME ON THE HILL
FEB. 22 | 7 P.M. 
Film Screening
“ONE: A STORY OF 
LOVE AND EQUALITY”
BECCA ROTH ’10
GUND COMMUNITY THEATRE
FEB. 24 | 7 P.M. 
lecture
“GULLAH GEECHEE 
CONNECTION”
RON DAISE
GUND COMMUNITY THEATRE
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UPCOMING EVENTS
FEB. 20 | 4:10 P.M. 
Speaker
THEATRE DIRECTOR
PHIL SOLTANOFF
OLIN AUDITORIUM
FEB. 20 | 4:10 P.M. 
reading
POETRY
 WILLIAM FULLER
CHEEVER ROOM, 
FINN HOUSE
As a student at the 
Hartman Theatre Con-
servatory, Phil Soltanoff 
’75 entered class one day 
to f ind students seated 
in chairs positioned on 
top of desks in order to 
“reexamine the form of 
the classroom.” Drawn 
to the room’s unconven-
tional layout, Soltanoff 
felt inspired to examine 
the link between art and 
position.
“I liked that aspect 
of experimentation and 
exploration, and I sort 
of continued that in my 
work,” Soltanoff said. He 
is now an experimental 
theater director. “I was 
drawn to sort of creating 
alternative environments 
and alternative realities, 
and I think that [inter-
est] is ... what propelled 
me into theater and 
art-making in the f irst 
place.”
Self-described as a 
“hybrid artist,” Soltanoff 
will exhibit and dis-
cuss videos of his work 
in dance, visual arts and 
technologies today from 
4:10 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. in 
Olin Auditorium.
“I kind of throw [these 
elements] into a stew, stir 
them up and recombine 
them,” Soltanoff said. 
“And maybe that’s the 
best way to think of my 
work … as a reinvention 
of elements, rather than 
kind of taking one par-
ticular form and explor-
ing it.”
Soltanoff, who said 
that his time at Kenyon 
“was a chance … to inves-
tigate dramatic sources, 
theater-making and dra-
matic theory,” questions 
the concept of space in 
his work.
“[My work] comes 
from … thinking about 
how we relate to a space, 
how a space is def ined 
for an audience … and a 
performer, what is physi-
cal space, what’s public 
space and what is the 
space occupied by people 
and technology,” he said.
Soltanoff urges those 
interested in his line of 
work to f ind a subject of 
interest and the drive to 
complete an enterprise.
“You have to concep-
tualize your own project, 
f ind ways and resources 
to make that project and 
then f ind people who 
will present that project,” 
Soltanoff said. “And that 
takes a lot of initiative … 
but I think the rewards 
are incredible, and [that] 
it’s totally worth doing.”
Alum examines art of space
JULIA WALDOW
ARTS ASSISTANT
judge that,” he added. 
Besides his distin-
guished literary pedi-
gree, Fuller, who is the 
father of Jeremy Fuller 
’14, has a rather incon-
gruous day job. He is the 
chief f iduciary off icer of 
a major Chicago bank, 
an occupation that both 
contrasts with and inf lu-
ences his poetry. Fitting-
ly, much of his writing is 
done on the train, as he 
commutes into and out of 
the f inancial world.
“I’m notorious for it. 
They know me in my 
car,” he said. “It’s a daily 
habit.”
Several of Fuller’s 
collections are available 
from Flood Editions, a 
Chicago publisher co-
founded by Michael 
O’Leary ’93. Playtime 
will be released by Flood 
later this year.
“Don’t be alarmed if 
… it doesn’t present itself 
clearly upon f irst read-
ing. Or second reading, 
or third reading. Lose 
yourself in the mystery.”
That’s what the poet 
William Fuller said when 
asked about how best 
to approach his work. 
Those up for the chal-
lenge of tackling poetry 
that has been variously 
called dense, elusive and 
“grammatically rest-
less” can hear Fuller read 
from his upcoming col-
lection Playtime today at 
4:10 p.m. in the Cheever 
Room of Finn House. 
The event, sponsored 
by the Kenyon Review, is 
Fuller’s f irst at Kenyon 
since 2011, when he read 
from his collections Hal-
lucination and Quorum. 
Fuller said his work in 
Playtime is “an extension 
of what I was doing in 
Hallucination — primar-
ily prose poems. … I’ve 
always alternated be-
tween short line verse, 
that goes along at a fast 
clip, and … short prose 
meditations.”
Fuller completed a 
PhD dissertation at the 
University of Virginia 
on Sir Thomas Browne, 
and his work contains 
intricate references to 
such diverse topics as 
economics, natural sci-
ence and 17th-century 
Neo-Platonism. Accord-
ing to Fuller, his work 
has “been compared 
to … the metaphysical 
poets,” including John 
Donne.
“Whether that’s true 
or not is another ques-
tion; I’m not equipped to 
Poet Fuller to speak today 
DAVID HOYT 
CHIEF COPY EDITOR
StageFemmes gets potential new hit with Boy Gets Girl 
VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
PHOTO EDITOR
Everyone knows the “awk-
ward first date” trope: two mis-
matched characters meet for an 
uncomfortable dinner of forced 
pleasantries and uneasy social 
engagement. All the while, the 
audience cringes and laughs as 
the awkward scene unfolds. But 
in Boy Gets Girl, the newest show 
in the StageFemmes season, the 
first date trope takes a new di-
rection, and the erstwhile source 
of jokes adopts an original role in 
an exciting new play that analyz-
es relationship dynamics, gender 
and sexism in the 21st century.
Set in New York in 2000, Boy 
Gets Girl focuses on the life of 
Theresa, a writer in her thirties, 
played by Phoebe Lewis ’16. She 
has the misfortune of going on a 
bad few dates with Tony (Mike 
Jest ’15). The play then follows 
Theresa’s life after she first meets 
Tony while exploring the ways 
women are viewed in society.  
“It is a thriller. I don’t know 
anything of this tone that’s gone 
up lately,” Director Allie Lembo 
’14 said.
This season, StageFemmes is 
highlighting the work of noted 
female playwright Rebecca Gil-
man, who will be visiting cam-
pus later in the semester for 
the Kenyon College Dramatic 
Club’s Tommy Awards. Her 
work is noted for its focus on fe-
male characters and the complex 
circumstances in their lives. Gil-
man’s Boy Gets Girl was, in many 
ways, the perfect play for Stage-
Femmes to tackle: a different 
piece that would confront major 
issues. 
The rehearsal process for Boy 
Gets Girl has been short, but in-
tense. The small cast of seven 
includes Lewis and Jest, along 
with Robbie Sellers ’14, Ben 
Fisher ’17, Ella Jones ’17, Asha 
McAllister ’15 and Jenny Ruy-
mann ’15. 
“It’s a seven-character play, 
but the most on stage at any time 
might be four,” Lembo said. “So 
it’s been fun finding dynamics 
between two or three people.” 
In addition, the small cast has 
given the actors the opportunity 
to really focus on their charac-
ters and their dynamics, which is 
so critical to the plot of the show. 
One of the most unusual but 
potent dynamics in Boy Gets Girl 
is its setting. The show takes 
place in 2000, and though that 
was just 14 years ago, obtaining 
props and costumes for the show 
proved to be a challenge; the cast 
even discussed moving the show 
to the present day, but ultimately 
decided against it. 
This decision stemmed from 
the role of technology, and how 
integral it has become in our 
lives today, much more so than 
in 2000. 
“If it was in the present,” 
Lembo said, “the huge elephant 
in the play is, ‘Well why haven’t 
they checked on Facebook yet? 
Why haven’t they looked on-
line?’ That would be a huge ele-
ment in the play missing.” 
In choosing to keep the show 
in its original era, Boy Gets Girl 
shows us how far we have come 
— and how far we have still to 
go.
As tech week draws to a close, 
the small cast and crew are ea-
ger to finally have an audience 
for this dark and gripping dra-
ma. The Black Box Theater will 
be alive with this exciting new 
show, which premieres Friday, 
Feb. 21 at 7 p.m.
Boy Gets Girl actors rehearse a scene for their upcoming show. The play will premiere this Friday in the Black Box Theater at 7:00 p.m.
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Horn theater grant funds This Is Our Youth production
DEREK DASHIELL 
STAFF WRITER
Watching This Is Our Youth, 
a play by Kenneth Lonergan, 
at the Horn Gallery this past 
weekend was rather like being 
in the live studio audience for 
a sitcom — if everyone in the 
sitcom could act well and the 
show talked about dead sisters, 
one-night stands and the eco-
nomic viability of cocaine. 
The play follows the mis-
adventures of two conniving 
young men and their beaus — 
one noticeably absent, one in-
tensely present. 
As the two try to navigate 
the perils of stolen money, de-
pendence on inadequate fam-
ilies, drug use and their own 
individual value, the charac-
ters strangely enough came to 
resemble a friend or a class-
mate. 
And in this lies the play’s 
central power: relatability.
Ethan Raduns-Silverstein 
’16 immediately commanded 
the stage as Dennis — a por-
trayal that looked like what 
lovechild of Nicholas Cage and 
Kramer from Seinfeld would 
have been if he grew up to be 
an easily enraged drug dealer. 
Raduns-Silverstein car-
ried himself with the practical 
clarity of someone who’s been 
a dealer for f ive years but still 
exhibited a rage that bordered 
on vulnerable. 
Though Dennis’s reputa-
tion is based on intimidation, 
his threatening nature is just a 
symptom of his mother’s treat-
ment of him. 
For all of Dennis’s theories 
on social protocol, he needs 
his best friend’s respect, and 
Radus-Silverstein balanced 
this weight through Dennis’s 
fury and fear.
Joseph Randles ’16 played 
Dennis’s best friend Warren, 
and though Warren acted in 
response to Dennis’s actions 
for the duration of the play, he 
was anything but in the back-
ground. 
Warren immediately re-
minded one of George from Of 
Mice And Men. While George 
wasn’t as impulsive as Warren, 
the two share a kind heart and 
a scheming mind. 
Many actors react too 
quickly to lines they’re expect-
ing, but Randles’s timing, al-
ways a step behind Raduns-
Silverstein’s decrees, was so 
precise as to appear natural. 
In his romantic scenes, 
Randles was f lustered and ea-
ger, and the barely contained 
hopefulness in his interactions 
with his would-be girl made 
you root for him from the get-
go.
Lucy Adams ’16 as Jessica 
— Warren’s love interest — 
instantly seemed like someone 
to impress. 
 She approached the dia-
logue like she was always try-
ing to have a better conversa-
tion, and she carried herself 
with laid-back dissatisfaction. 
Underneath her calm, 
though, was a constant vulner-
ability and willingness to cut-
and-run, and in many ways the 
frightened loneliness that held 
so much power over Jessica 
made Adams’s acting the most 
affecting. 
Jessica is always either ad-
vancing or retreating, unable 
to achieve stasis and it was 
written all over Adams’s face.
Director Marie Baldassarre 
’16 worked alongside Assis-
tant Director Gus Riley ’16 
through the Horn’s fall theater 
grant, and to call their touch 
nuanced would be an under-
statement. 
The play had realistic and 
eff icient pacing with their 
contributions as characters 
traveled the stage many times 
without their motion ever 
seeming forced. 
There were little bits of di-
alogue that got interrupted or 
ignored, never to be pursued, 
much like real conversation, 
and their timing made them 
just distracting enough to be 
noticed, but not distracting 
enough to be dwelled on. 
And then there were all the 
scene-specif ic details. 
For example, the intimate 
moments between Warren and 
Jessica illustrated their experi-
ence, and the scuff les between 
Dennis and Warren perfectly 
walked the line between vio-
lent and vaudevillian.
The play felt incredibly lo-
cal, and stage manager Lucy 
Coplin ’17 contributed to that 
in a major way: the set effec-
tively blended an ’80s NYC 
f lat and a f irst-f loor New Apt. 
Then there’s the music, 
which was a playlist of ’80s 
synth-schlock that one might 
have thought sounded bad 
at f irst, but this intial reac-
tion was forgotten because it 
was somehow f itting for these 
characters. It was def initely 
satisfying.
While Dennis, Warren and 
Jessica might not have been 
your friends, the play felt as 
though it had been watched at 
Dennis’s house on an exciting, 
if not strange, day in their col-
lective lives, and that locality 
was a great success of the play. 
To achieve a setting that 
feels that natural, every aspect 
of its production has to achieve 
the same effect, with the same 
effectiveness — This Is Our 
Youth did just that.
This Is Our Youth premiered this past weekend and followed the lives of best friends Dennis and Warren. 
COURTESY OF MARIE BALDASSARRE
Cheever Room was filled 
with laughter Wednesday 
afternoon when Reagan 
Arthur, vice president and 
editorial director of Reagan 
Arthur Books, an imprint 
of Little, Brown, packed 
Finn House with inspira-
tional tales fresh from her 
own experience in publish-
ing. Arthur, who has been in 
the business for more than 
twenty years, offered the 
Kenyon community bits of 
advice concerning the world 
of publishing. 
“I hope to encourage 
anyone interested in writ-
ing to join the field,” Arthur 
said. “I hope to express my 
excitement about the state 
of publishing and the world 
of books, and to talk about 
writing in general.”
 Arthur more than deliv-
ered. Her love for her work 
truly shone through when 
she affectionately talked 
about her work as a publish-
er, and her sweet disposition 
brightened the room.
While it is no secret that 
the Kenyon College faculty 
is full of individuals who 
have flourished in their re-
spective fields prior to be-
coming professors, it can 
be easy to forget just how 
successful these individuals 
have been — and currently 
are — when many students 
only see them as instructors. 
Katherine Weber, vis-
iting professor of creative 
writing, made  known just 
how much influence she 
holds in the literary com-
munity by bringing her col-
league, Arthur, to campus 
yesterday. 
When asked about the 
woman who had once ac-
quired the rights to her nov-
el, Weber had nothing but 
kind words to say about the 
immensely successful pub-
lisher: “She is funny, she is 
brilliant and she is just one 
of the most humane, nice 
people in publishing.” 
Weber has known Ar-
thur for 20 years, and  “never 
heard anyone say one mean 
thing about her,” she said, 
adding, “which in publish-
ing is a neat trick.” The pair 
met when the rising publish-
er, who was working as an 
editor for Picador, spotted 
Weber’s work and they have 
kept in contact ever since.
While Weber speaks to 
the character of the success-
ful publisher, Arthur’s cre-
dentials prove she truly has 
a knack for her work. Ar-
thur has worked with liter-
ary juggernauts including 
James Patterson, Tina Fey 
and Kate Atkinson. 
She continues to make 
headlines by publishing 
bestselling hits such as The 
Luminaries by Eleanor Cat-
ton and Elizabeth Kostova’s 
The Historian. Additionally, 
the novels Arthur chooses to 
support span across a wide 
variety of genres. 
Weber, herself  a pub-
lished fiction writer, has 
complete faith in the seem-
ingly random novels Arthur 
chooses to support. 
“I do think that Reagan 
Arthur’s success really lies 
with her incredible eye. She 
has a particular sort of taste, 
and she spots winners,” We-
ber said. 
But that is not to say that 
Arthur is only concerned 
with publishing the next 
epic novel. 
“She knows how to pick 
literary blockbusters, but 
she has gone out of her way 
to publish the more obscure 
kind of literary books that 
are not necessarily going to 
sell very well. But there is 
a place for them, and they 
have always been on her list, 
as well,” Weber said. 
Arthur’s success is well-
deserved. While she has a 
strong career, she has also 
managed to keep being the 
kind editor Weber met two 
decades ago. 
Arthur is clearly passion-
ate about publishing quality 
novels, according to Weber. 
“I think authors love be-
ing edited and published by 
her, and I think people love 
working for her and working 
on her books,” Weber said. 
Additionally, Arthur 
showed yesterday afternoon 
her eagerness to spread her 
insight in the world of pub-
lishing to the Kenyon com-
munity by “talking about 
publishing past, present and 
future,” Weber said.
Faculty friendship brings Little, Brown publisher to campus
INDIA AMOS
STAFF WRITER
Reagan Arthur from Little, Brown spoke at Kenyon yesterday.
COURTESY OF REAGAN ARTHUR
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Max Dugan ’14
Com
piled
 by I
an R
ound Senior Class Total:
Clas
s
In what decade was
 Caples built?
What country had the 
most gold medals in the
 Sochi Winter Olympics 
as of Monday?
Which state’s same-sex 
marriage ban was just 
struck down?
On what show did the Beatles 
make their first American 
appearance 50 years ago?
1970s (1971)
Virginia
Germany
The Ed Sullivan Show
1964
Jia He ’17
Weekly Scores
Eli Fadil ’15 Nate Epstein ’16
Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:
Virginia
Germany
The Tonight Show 
or something
1970s
Virginia
Germany
I don’t know
1960s
Virginia
Russia 
The Ed Sullivan Show
1960s
Alabama
Russia 
The Ed Sullivan Show
Clas
h
36
2 3 2 1
24 3330
Answer
   PRAGUE
ELLIOT CROMER
CONTRIBUTOR 
What does someone 
talk about after only 
two weeks in a brand 
new foreign country? 
We’re about to f ind 
out. Thanks for joining 
us here on “Notes from 
Abroad” today, folks. 
Today, we talk Prague.
I’ve had a week of in-
tensive Czech language 
instruction. Now I can 
say “Dam si pivo” — 
that means, “I would 
like a beer.” Here in the 
Czech Republic, it is a 
welcome fact that beer 
is cheaper than water. 
I’ve had a great Czech 
dish that consisted of 
potato dumplings, beef, 
gravy, cranberry sauce 
and a touch of whipped 
cream. It was savory and 
sweet, and man alive, if 
I would have ever put 
these ingredients to-
gether before then. So 
good. 
There are beggars 
on the street in Prague 
whom I felt bad for un-
til my professor in class 
alerted us to the fact 
that they are not indeed 
actual beggars but work 
for the Mafia. I am not 
making a word of this 
up. The Mafia pays 
these guys off to stand 
in specif ic spots in the 
city where tourists gath-
er. At the end of the day, 
they give their earnings 
to the same guy (pimp), 
who then pays each of 
them their salary in re-
turn. If a real beggar 
went to one of these at-
tractive tourist spots, 
they’d have the stuff ing 
kicked out of them. For 
days I had my empa-
thetic strings pulled by 
these crippled, diseased 
and dirty men. Now? I 
just don’t know.
While the beggars 
are debatably fraudu-
lent, the pickpockets 
here are very much real. 
I haven’t been pick-
pocketed, but on arrival 
we were briefed on some 
tips to avoid their art 
form. And what they do 
is very coordinated, very 
professional and they 
deserve credit for their 
cleverness. I don’t actu-
ally know jack about any 
of this f irsthand here, 
folks, but this is some 
of the most interesting 
stuff I’ve heard a pro-
fessor say, and I believe 
him that it ’s real: 
On a tram, a group 
of these hustlers will 
pick out an unsuspect-
ing tourist, follow them 
onto the tram and then 
two hustlers get on af-
ter. The two pretend 
they get on the wrong 
tram, and as they leave, 
the rest of the hustlers 
board quickly. In this 
f lurry of bodies and 
jostling, the individu-
al victim caught in the 
middle will not real-
ize his or her wallet has 
been stolen until the ac-
tual pickpockets are off 
the tram and it is speed-
ing away. Fascinating 
stuff here.
Despite the pick-
pocket issue, Prague is 
actually a safe city. I 
love it here, and I have 
only just grazed the sur-
face of its beautiful ar-
chitecture, cuisine and 
people. 
If you come here, 
please stand in front of 
St. Vitus’s Cathedral, 
eat goulash, ask some-
one “Jak se mas?” or 
“How are you?” (pro-
nounced “Yawk-shuh-
mosh” — Borat says this 
all the time). 
A note here: my class-
mates and I have been 
told not to try learning 
the Czech language be-
yond the survival phras-
es in our four months. 
Two different Czech 
professors have told us 
this now. It is a ridicu-
lously hard language — 
very enjoyable — but 
diff icult in its intricate 
details like I imagine 
every language is. 
I’m living with fellow 
Kenyonite Josh Wolf-
son ’15, and grand old 
Dylan “Tuba” Jones-
Tuba ’15 is here as well. 
We’re having a blast. 
The Czech education 
is the best. I can hon-
estly say that I have a 
lot more free time this 
semester, more than any 
since I’ve started since 
attending Kenyon. 
Things will pick up 
as the time goes on, 
but with this extra time 
and no classes on Fri-
day, more energy can be 
spent traveling — Ber-
lin Film Festival, be 
jealous, wa-wa-wee-wa. 
I want to take a sec-
ond to say I don’t like 
travel blogs when I’m 
back home, because 
they usually just make 
me  jealous and sad not 
to have their authors 
there with me. 
Sorry if this entry 
makes you long for a 
sexy Euro trip of your 
own, but hey, life is a 
long time, and it took 
me 20 years to get here. 
I believe you will too! 
You’ve got to, mate.
Elliot Cromer ’15 is taking advantage of the  cheapness  of beer while he is abroad in Prague.
COURTESY OF ELLIOT CROMER
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SCOREBOARD
FEB. 15
vs EARLHAM 
COLLEGE
GAMBIER, OHIO
W 9-0
FEB. 16
vs CAsE WEsTERN REsERvE 
UNIvERsITY 
GAMBIER, OHIO
L 2-7
FEB. 19
vs WITTENBERG 
UNIvERsITY
GAMBIER, OHIO
W 74-59
FEB. 19
AT WITTENBERG 
UNIvERsITY
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
L 71-80
MEN’S TENNIS WOMEN’S TENNIS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL MEN’S BASKETBALL
THIS WEEK IN 
KC ATHLETICS
Jenna Willett ’14 and Sam Lagasse ’16 each placed 
second in the women’s and men’s 5,000 meter at the 
All-Ohio Championships at Otterbein University on 
Feb. 15. Overall, the men placed 14th out of 19 teams, 
and the women placed 17th out of 18 teams.
Willett’s time of 17:56 broke the Kenyon women’s 
indoor 5,000-meter record of 18:23.
“I kind of surprised myself,” Willett said. “I didn’t 
think I was in that good of shape.”
Willett said Head Coach Duane Gomez pushed 
her to break 18 minutes. To do so, she had to run the 
25 laps at 43 seconds each. 
“I wasn’t exactly sure if I could do it or not, but I 
figured I’d go after it,” she said. “It was a rough race. I 
was feeling it for a couple days after.”
The men’s distance medley relay team of Willy 
Friedlander ’14, Noah Winters ’15, Ulises Arbelo ’16 
and Nat Fox ’16 placed sixth. In that same event, the 
women’s team of Aisha Simon ’15, Subei Kyle ’17, 
Lauren Bittrich ’16 and Tory Bruch ’14 placed sev-
enth.
The teams run this Saturday, Feb. 22 at the Kenyon 
College Invitational.
  
Indoor Track
Men’s Tennis
This past Saturday, Feb. 15, the Lords tennis team 
played both the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and 
Earlham College in their second and third matches of the 
season. The Lords had an excellent day, beating the Wis-
consin Warhawks 7-2 and blowing Earlham out of the 
water with a score of 9-0.
Jacob Huber ’15 scored a pair of wins against Wiscon-
sin, the first in an 8-5 win in doubles with Michael Rob-
erts ’17, and the second in singles with a 6-2, 6-0 win.
“We knew that they were definitely going to be ready,” 
Head Coach Scott Thielke said. “We came in and played 
solid doubles. We had a little bit of a hiccup with the 
number two doubles at the very end, but overall we played 
pretty decent doubles.”
Later that day, the Lords played Earlham College. In 
doubles, Sam Geier ’16 and Tim Rosensteel ’15 took the 
No. 1 doubles match with a score of 8-4. In singles, Davis 
Thrailkill ’15 won 6-1, 6-1, and Nick Fiaschetti ’17 took 
his match by a score of 6-1, 6-0. 
It was a long but successful day, according to Thielke. 
“We were on the court for probably 10 or 11 straight 
hours,” he said. 
The Lords head to Case Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland this weekend for the ITA Indoor Nationals. 
Women’s Tennis
The Ladies had their third match of the season this past 
Sunday, Feb. 16, playing against No. 25 Case Western Re-
serve University, who beat the Ladies 7-2. 
Taylor Diffley ’16 and Jenna Murray ’17 won a difficult 
doubles match by a score of  9-8. They rallied from a score 
of 7-5, coming back and tying the match at seven each be-
fore going on to a hard-won victory. In singles, Kenyon’s 
only win was the No. 1 singles match, with Diffley beating 
Case Western’s nationally ranked Sara Zargham by a score 
of 6-4, 6-3.
“They’re very good. Our expectations were that we 
wanted to make sure we could compete with them,” Head 
Coach Scott Thielke said. “We knew that we could win a 
few out of the nine matches. Overall, I think we had op-
portunities to win, but we didn’t take advantage of them, 
and Case Western is not going to just give us matches.”
The match dropped the Ladies to a season record of 1-3. 
They will play again on March 1 at Sewanee: The Univer-
sity of the South in Tennessee.
— Ian Round 
— Reed Dickerson 
— Reed Dickerson 
After losing in the con-
ference semi-finals to Deni-
son University last season, 
the Lords lacrosse team 
started the new season with 
a 7-6 win against the Al-
bion College Britons at a 
bleacher-less McBride Field. 
With cement blocks instead 
of seats, spectators lined up 
above the construction site 
in front of the field house. 
However, the lack of 
bleachers — which were 
slated to be finished at the 
start of the Lords’ season — 
did not affect the result. The 
win sets the Lords on track 
for a good start, a point of 
emphasis since the team’s 
1-4 start last season.
“Our goal is to compete 
for a conference champion-
ship,” Head Coach Doug 
Misarti said. “But you have 
to take the right steps.”
Fritz Waine ’15 scored 
the Lord’s first two goals, 
giving them a 2-1 advan-
tage heading into the sec-
ond quarter. Waine used his 
speed and ability to get his 
hands free to split the de-
fense. 
For his performance on 
Saturday, Waine received 
the first North Coast Ath-
letic Conference Player of 
the Week award for the 2014 
season.
Alex Lopez ’17 scored 
before Waine scored again 
and completed his hat trick. 
Later on, Trey Trudell ’16 
gave the Lords a 5-2 lead. 
“Our whole offense 
looked significantly better 
from last year, and I think it 
showed,” Waine said. 
Kenyon launched 40 
shots compared to Albi-
on’s 20, forcing the oppos-
ing goalie to make 11 saves. 
Kenyon netminder Patrick 
Shevelson ’16 played well, 
racking up seven saves. 
“We weren’t giving them 
any opportunities. The de-
fense was playing really 
well,” Shevelson said.
Scoring the first two goals 
of the third quarter and cut-
ting the lead to 5-4, Albion 
stayed close and threatened 
to tie the game. Nicky Le-
nard ’15 gave the Lords two 
insurance goals that sealed 
the win at 7-6.
“He had two goals in 
transition,” Misarti said of 
Lenard, who was injured 
last week. “Him finishing 
off those plays [was big], 
and that’s not to say it was 
just him. It was a team effort 
to get him the ball in those 
situations. I think him get-
ting out there and getting 
that kind of contribution to 
a winning affair was a good 
thing for us.”
Misarti is not ready to 
chalk up the win as a blue-
print for the rest of the sea-
son, however. 
“We need to shoot better 
and get the ball on net more 
and test the goalie more than 
we are doing,” he said. “I am 
happy with that shot total, 
but we have to shoot better.”
The Lords will take on 
the College of Mount St. 
Joseph  Lions on Saturday, 
Feb. 22 at 1 p.m. The Lords 
last played the Lions in 2009, 
soundly beating them 13-5.
Lords lacrosse opens season with win
ESTEBAN BACHELET 
SPORTS ASSISTANT
Brian Andrews ’16 caused two turnovers while playing defense in the Lords’ win over Albion.
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Lords second to Denison at NCACs
Denison University host-
ed the North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) swim-
ming and diving champion-
ships from Feb. 12 to Feb. 15. 
When the final scores were 
tallied, Kenyon had earned 
1,851 team points to Deni-
son’s 1,898.5. Kenyon de-
feated Denison in swimming 
events alone by 222.5 points, 
but Denison had a larger 
corps of divers — splitting 
the difference between vic-
tory and defeat. 
“We did do well,” Head 
Coach Jess Book ’01 said. 
“There were certainly swims 
that were very exciting, and 
some that we wish we could 
have over again, but in the fi-
nal analysis, I think there was 
a lot to be pleased with.” 
Records fell at this meet 
faster than real estate values 
in 2007. Harrison Curley ’15 
continued his record-break-
ing season by winning the 
100-yard backstroke in a time 
of 49.14s and the 200 back-
stroke in a time of 1:46.38, 
which set an NCAC record. 
For his season-long domi-
nance, he earned the NCAC 
Swimmer of the Year award.
Kenyon claimed another 
conference award thanks to 
the work of Alex Seaver ’17. 
Seaver, the champion of the 
500-yard freestyle and the 
1,650-yard freestyle, was 
named the NCAC New-
comer of the Year. 
Alex Beckwith ’14 also 
contributed a record-break-
ing victory in the 200-yard 
breaststroke with a time of 
2:01.01. 
In the same event, Trevor 
Manz ’17 finished a close sec-
ond, with Ian Reardon ’17 
and Mark Newell ’16 taking 
third and fourth. 
One of the most thrill-
ing races of the meet was 
the men’s 800-yard freestyle 
relay. DePauw University 
jumped out to an early lead at 
the 200-yard mark, but both 
Kenyon and Denison fol-
lowed in hot pursuit. When 
Austin Caldwell ’15 dove in 
to begin the last 200 yards 
of the race, Kenyon had ma-
neuvered into second place, 
just behind DePauw and just 
ahead of Denison. Caldwell 
overtook DePauw to put the 
Lords’ relay in first. Kenyon 
also won the 400-yard med-
ley relay and the 400-yard 
freestyle relay.
A cadre of Kenyon swim-
mers excelled in many races, 
such as the 200-yard freestyle 
in which Caldwell finished 
second and Percy Gates ’16 
finished fourth, while fel-
low Lord Joey Duronio ’16 
claimed third place.
This Saturday, Feb. 22, 
the team will host the Ke-
nyon College Invitational, 
at which many athletes will 
have the opportunity to earn 
times which qualify them for 
the team’s nationals roster. 
“One of the things [Coach 
Book] told us after that meet 
was, ‘Everybody should be 
really happy with how they 
did, but I hope you’re still 
hungry for more,’” Beckwith 
said.
In addition to aiming for 
faster times, some athletes 
may be yearning for a chance 
to exact revenge on Denison. 
Book embraces the craving 
for improvement, but also 
wishes for his athletes to be 
cool and collected as they en-
ter into this weekend’s meet. 
“We need to be more 
aware and more focused on 
who we are and what we’re 
trying to do, and less focused 
on who our competitors are 
and what they’re trying to 
do,” Book said.
ALEX PIJANOWSKI 
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Lauren Toole ’14 wins. 
Always. 
Women’s swimming finishes second at conference meet
At the North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) meet, held 
from Feb. 12 to Feb. 15, the Ladies 
swimming and diving teams hoped 
to spoil Denison University’s streak 
of five consecutive wins. They were 
even in the lead for a significant por-
tion of the event, but the Big Red 
came on strong at the end and won. 
Denison earned 1,839 team points 
to Kenyon’s 1,805.
Despite a second-place finish, the 
results of the conference meet were 
not disappointing. Several team 
members earned first place in indi-
vidual races, and many Kenyon relay 
teams won their events. 
In addition, more than 20 ath-
letes earned “B” cuts to compete in 
the NCAA Championship meet at 
the end of March. 
“A” and “B” cuts are time stan-
dards set by the NCAA, and those 
who meet these times are eligible to 
compete on their team’s rosters at the 
national meet.
Celia Oberholzer ’15 claimed 
first place in the 100-yard back-
stroke with a time of 55.35. Ober-
holzer already owned the Kenyon 
record and the national Division III 
record in that event, and is now also 
the conference record-holder. 
“I was very happy,” Oberholzer 
said. “Last year, I won, but I was not 
as happy with my time … but my 
time this year was a lot more where I 
wanted to be.” 
Katie Kaestner ’16 was among 
those with individual conference 
championships, winning the 100-
yard breaststroke. 
Kaestner also teamed up with 
Oberholzer, Natalie Parker ’16 and 
Haley Townsend ’16 to win the 400-
yard medley relay, and earned fifth 
place in the 200-yard individual 
medley.
Hillary Yarosh ’14 contributed 
to a thrilling first-place finish in 
the 800-yard freestyle relay. When 
Yarosh dove into the water after the 
first 200 yards, the Kenyon, Denison 
and DePauw University relay teams 
were in a tight race. Yarosh gained 
a lead for Kenyon, which Mariah 
Williamson ’16 and Kaestner main-
tained to secure the win. 
“I knew that we really loved this 
relay, and we wanted to win it, so 
pulling ahead of Denison and De-
Pauw would be very important for 
our last legs of the relay,” Yarosh said.
In diving, Maria Zarka ’16 
turned in an exceptional perfor-
mance. Zarka, who already owns 
Kenyon’s records for both one-meter 
and three-meter diving, added the 
Denison pool records for both events 
to her resume with scores of 450.00 
and 456.65, respectively. 
“I knew that if I averaged 6.5’s 
on the one-meter and 6’s on the 
three-meter, I’d score in the 450’s, 
so that was my goal for this meet, 
and I was fortunate enough to earn 
pool records on both boards, but I 
also missed both NCAC records 
by about 10 points,” Zarka wrote 
in an email. “Hopefully, I’ll peak 
again this year like last year at the 
NCAA’s, and then come back next 
year to take down the NCAC re-
cords.”
Head Coach Jess Book ’01 
emerged as a different sort of victor 
for the program, earning the NCAC 
Women’s Coach of the Year award. 
Book has coached the Ladies for 
four seasons, and this year guided 
them to a 6-2 record in the regular 
season.
The Kenyon College Invitation-
al on Saturday, Feb. 22 is the next 
meet up on the schedule. For some, 
this will be the last chance to earn 
NCAA “B” cuts, and for others, 
an opportunity to experiment with 
their races or rest.
ALEX PIJANOWSKI 
STAFF WRITER
Haley Townsend ’16 swam a leg in the Ladies’ winning 400-yard medley relay at the conference championship.
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Lords upset DePauw 75-67
The Lords’ second road 
trip to Indiana ended on a 
better note than its seven-
hour trek through the snow 
to Wabash College ear-
lier this year. Kenyon upset 
conference rival DePauw 
University 75-67 on Satur-
day, Feb. 15. Last night, the 
Lords lost 71-80 versus Wit-
tenberg University, dropping 
their record to 11-13 and 8-9 
in conference. 
The Lords’ success 
was two-fold — they out-
rebounded the Tigers 44-28 
and their efficient 51.8 per-
cent team shooting against 
a DePauw team that boasted 
the nation’s No. 25 stingiest 
defense led them to the win. 
The three captains, Julian 
Pavlin ’14, Ikenna Nwadibia 
’14 and Brian Lebowitz ’14, 
set the tone for the Lords 
in this contest, combin-
ing for 51 points on 20-37 
shooting (54 percent) and 
30 rebounds. Lebowitz and 
Nwadibia both had double-
doubles, while Pavlin’s 19 
points and seven success-
ful free throw attempts were 
both season highs. 
Usually, Pavlin plays the 
role of facilitator for the of-
fense, feeding the ball to 
Nwadibia and Lebowitz, so 
when his offensive game is 
on, the Lords have three vi-
able scoring threats, making 
them much more dynamic 
and difficult to stop. Pavlin’s 
scoring output will be key 
for the Lords if they hope to 
make any noise in the confer-
ence tournament.   
Coming off the bench, 
Cooper Handelsman ’15, 
John Bray ’15 and Tim Con-
nolly ’16 also chipped in an 
efficient 8-14 combined from 
the field. Notably missing 
from the Lords’ attack this 
game was the three-point 
shot. The seven attempts 
from behind the arc tied a 
season low, as were the zero 
makes. 
But this isn’t necessar-
ily a bad thing. An emphasis 
on the two-point shot meant 
the team was more aggres-
sive at getting to the basket, 
leading to higher-efficiency 
attempts With 27 attempts, 
the Lords had one of their 
highest free throw attempts 
games of the year. If they 
had made more than 17, the 
game would have resulted in 
an easy double-digit victory 
for the Lords. 
“It’s always tough to win 
in a hostile environment, but 
we played together and were 
able to get it done,” Bray said. 
“We’ve played well at De-
Pauw the past two years and 
may end up there again for 
the conference tournament. 
We want to play our best bas-
ketball, get two more wins 
and ride that momentum 
into the conference tourna-
ment.”   
Nwadibia echoed the ex-
citement of the huge road 
win and getting closer to the 
conference tournament. 
“That win meant a lot; 
beating a ranked team on the 
road is never easy,” Nwadibia 
said. “The win not only keeps 
us in the middle of the [con-
ference tournament] seeding 
but also proved that we can 
take down any team in our 
conference.”  
That type of confidence 
is just what the Lords need 
at this point in the season, as 
they head into their last regu-
lar season game. This Satur-
day, the Lords host Wabash 
at 3 p.m. for their Senior Day. 
BEN PAYNER 
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In a rematch of last sea-
son’s North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) wom-
en’s basketball championship, 
No. 1 DePauw University de-
feated Kenyon 80-47 this past 
Saturday, Feb. 15. 
Except for a pair of free 
throws, DePauw held Kenyon 
scoreless through the first five 
and one-half minutes of play 
until Meredith Williams ’16 
and Lauren Kriete ’15 sunk 
consecutive three-pointers 
to bring Kenyon within ten 
points of the score, 18-8. That 
was as close as the Ladies 
would get for the rest of the 
game, however, as DePauw’s 
stout defense held Kenyon to 
their second poorest shooting 
percentage of the season. 
“They were able to really 
pressure us and get in the 
passing lane and make it really 
uncomfortable for us, and re-
ally get us frazzled and out of 
our rhythm,” Assistant Coach 
Morgan Korinek ’12 said.
Korinek attributed the 
depth of DePauw’s team as a 
big component of their suc-
cess against Kenyon. 
“They have so many dif-
ferent weapons that if one 
person’s off, someone else is 
going to step up,” Korinek 
said. 
Despite the large defi-
cit, Kenyon focused on play-
ing the rest of the game with 
sharp intensity and leaving 
everything on the court. 
“Especially in the second 
half, the emphasis was placed 
on effort,” Co-Captain Mag-
gie Boelter ’14 said. “At the 
end of the day, as long as we 
knew walking off the court 
that we’d put everything that 
we had out there, then it was 
okay.”
Last night, the Ladies 
cruised to a 74-59 win over 
Wittenberg University. Ke-
nyon will travel to Wooster, 
OH this Saturday to take on 
the College of Wooster. 
Ladies fall to No. 1 DePauw
NOAH GURZENSKI
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Maureen Hirt ’14 leads the Ladies with 18.9 points per game.
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